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Foreword 

Greetings and congratulations on your decision to invest in this IELTS General Writing 
Practice Question Workbook! You already have an advantage over the candidates who 
have decided not to seek great quality practice material.


As you are aware, many students fail to prepare adequately for the IELTS and therefore 
do not achieve the band score they require. One of the most important ways students 
can revise for the exam is by practicing typical IELTS questions and reading model 
answers. This is what you will find in this book. 


The questions and their model answers have been written by native English IELTS tutors 
and IELTS examiners, so you can be assured they are of the highest quality.


A bit about the IELTS exam 

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is taken by over 3,000,000 
students each year and recognised by over 10,000 organisations for purposes of 
migration, employment, education and professional registration.


Studying for the IELTS is a challenging and highly stressful experience, especially if you 
do not know where to start. The majority of students aim to achieve at least band 7 
overall as this is a common score requested by various organisations. However, the most 
common overall band score is between 5.5 and 6.5. Only a small percentage of students 
achieve a band 7 or higher.


If you want the best opportunity to pass the IELTS with a high band score then this 
writing practice question book is for you!


What happens if I do not get my required band score? 

Essentially, if you fail to score your required band, you will be unable to continue on your 
desired path, whether this is to move overseas, become a student at a particular 
university or progress your career. You would either have to resit the IELTS until you 
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achieve your target band score, or give up on the idea. This is not what we want. We 
REALLY want you to smash the IELTS exam and go on to live your dream!


Why students fail 

One of the major reasons students fail to achieve their required band score is 

inadequate preparation. 


What does this mean? 


There can be many ways students prepare inadequately, including a lack of preparation 
time, using poor quality preparation material and using poor preparation techniques 
(learning the wrong things).


In contrast, students who pass the IELTS first time have certain things in common, 
including excellent motivation, using great quality preparation material and constant 
PRACTICE! If you invest time and money into good quality resources, like these 
successful students, you stand a much better chance of succeeding. 


We genuinely want you to achieve your band score with the first attempt and this 
practice question and model answer booklet will give you a great advantage, but 
ultimately you need to put the effort in (which we know you will). 


So, here's to your success!


Sam, Sarah & the IELTS Excellence Team 
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Introduction 

By now, you will have committed to sitting the IELTS exam. You have your reason for 
passing, you probably have a clear route to achieve your dream life. Whether this is 
moving country, progressing in your career, attending university or any other reason. You 
just need to pass the exam.


So what do you need to do? 


Well, we trust that you have already purchased our General Writing Task 1 & Task 2 
Study Guides, so you will have developed your knowledge about how to write a band 

7+ answer in the writing tasks.  Now it's about putting those strategies to the test. 


(By the way, if you haven't invested in these books yet, you should strongly consider 
doing so, as they may save you a lot of hassle and heartbreak. They are much cheaper 
than failing the exam financially and emotionally). 

This book has been designed to work with the General Writing Task 1 & Task 2 Study 

Guides to help you smash the IELTS writing section. It includes dozens of IELTS practice 
questions AND their model answers which have been written using the exact strategies 
from these books.


Before you start, here's a quick reminder about some important information:


How the writing section is scored 

There are 4 criteria which are marked in the writing section (known as Band Descriptors). 


These are:


Task achievement – how well you fulfil the requirements of the task 


Coherence & cohesion – how clear and fluent your writing is 


Lexical resource – range and appropriate use of vocabulary 


Grammatical range & accuracy – range and appropriate use of grammar
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Details about the writing section 

There are 2 tasks to the writing section. The writing section will last 60 minutes in total.


Task 1 (Time limit: 20 minutes) 

You have to write a letter about a given scenario. It will either have to be formal or 

personal style. It could be a letter to a friend, manager or employer for example. You will 
be given 3 specific instructions of what to include in the letter.


Your task 1 answer should be at least 150 words long.


Task 2 (Time limit: 40 minutes) 

You will be given a scenario and be asked to write a short essay. There are 5 types of 
question, but as an example it could be about the advantages and disadvantages of a 
certain situation.


Your task 2 answer should be at least 250 words long.


The 5 types of task 2 question 

Agree or disagree - 'To what extent do you agree or disagree with the statement?' 

Advantages & disadvantages - 'Discuss the advantages and disadvantages'. 

Discussion - 'Discuss both views and give your opinion'. 

Problem & solution - 'What are the problems with this and what are some 
solutions?' 

Two-part questions - There will usually be a statement followed by two separate 
questions. 
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Common topics in Task 2 

These are topics you may often see in the writing section. It is sensible to prepare using 
these topics, however, be aware that you are not guaranteed to be asked about these.
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TASK 1 QUESTIONS 

Things to remember about Task 1: 

Question types:  
2 styles of letter: Personal (to a friend or close relative) & Formal (to anyone 
else)


Time limit: 

20 minutes


Minimum word count:  

150 words
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PERSONAL STYLE 

Letter 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have seen an article in your local newspaper about a new treatment for a 
skin condition your friend suffers from. 

Write a letter to your friend. In your letter: 

• say what the treatment is.  

• describe why you believe the treatment will help her. 

• explain where she can get the treatment from. 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Justin, 

I hope you're well! I have just read a great article in the Chester Herald newspaper about 
a treatment that has recently been introduced to help your eczema.  

The company behind this treatment has invented a special sun bed that you can use 
once a week and the UV light has been proven to improve eczema. You'll also get a nice 
tan while you're there! 

I think this treatment will help you massively as I know how much you suffer with your 
skin and the reviews I have read sound really positive. You should see an improvement in 
your skin from the first session so it's definitely worth giving it a go. 

According to the article, the treatment is available at the skin clinic on the high street but 
I imagine it will be popular so make sure you call to book an appointment. 

Let me know how it goes! 

Best wishes, 
Dahlia 
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Letter 2 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.




Your sister is going into hospital for an operation that you have previously had 
and is worried about it. 

Write a letter to your sister. In your letter: 

• explain what the operation will involve 

• describe the steps of recovery following the operation 

• reassure her to stop her worrying. 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Brenda, 

I hope you're feeling OK. I know you're worried about your operation so I just want to put 
your mind at rest about it.  

The operation is pretty straightforward to be honest and shouldn't take too long. The 
doctors will cut a small hole in your side and remove your appendix while you are under 
anaesthetic, then you'll be stitched up and taken back to the ward. 

The recovery takes longer than the operation itself because you have to get plenty of rest 
and put your feet up! After a few days you'll be able to walk around but you'll need to 
refrain from doing the housework and exercising for a few weeks. 

I know an operation can be a scary thought but it really is a simple procedure and it will 
be worth it once it is all over. You'll be back to your old self in no time and you'll look 
back and wonder what all the fuss was about! 

I'll come and see you when you are home from hospital. 

Best wishes, 
John 
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Letter 3 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.




Your friend is considering applying for the university you attend. 

Write a letter to your friend. In your letter: 

• say why your university is a good choice  

• describe the facilities the university has 

• tell him about the university accommodation you live in. 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to include any addresses in your answer.
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Model answer 

Dear Joshua, 

I am over the moon that you are considering going to my university, you'll have the time 
of your life! 

The University of Leeds is one of the best universities in the country for your course and 
the lecturers are all so helpful and knowledgeable. There is also a lot of opportunities for 
you to continue with your netball as they have a great team. 

The university campus has so many great facilities, including a huge library that is open 
24 hours a day to allow you to study whenever you like. The Student Union has recently 
had a face lift and is the perfect place to relax with friends after a busy week of lectures. 

I live in the Opal accommodation, which is actually attached to the campus so it is ideal 
for me to roll out of bed in the morning and straight into lectures! The rooms are spacious 
and I have my own bathroom, which is a luxury. 

I hope I've helped you make up your mind. 

Best wishes, 
Sam 
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Letter 4 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your friend has told you she wants to leave school with no qualifications and get 
a job. 

Write a letter to your friend. In your letter, describe: 

• the importance of gaining qualifications at school  

• the difficulties she may face in life without qualifications 

• why you think she should stay on at school. 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses. 
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Model answer 

Dear Katie, 

I can't believe you want to leave school before you complete your exams! 

It is vital to have qualifications when you leave school as it will give you so many options 
for your future. School is your best chance of gaining qualifications as it is much harder 
and more expensive to go back into education later in life.  

Without qualifications you will be really limited with career options and will end up in a 
dead end job that you don't enjoy. It is better to be over-qualified than under-qualified as 
you have so many more opportunities. 

I would really encourage you to stay on at school and finish your exams as, once it's all 
over, you will be so glad that you did. You never know, you may decide to go to university 
once you have your results! 

I really hope you make the right decision. 

Best wishes, 
Lauren 
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Letter 5 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


An old friend you met on holiday is coming to stay with you in the summer. 

Write a letter to them. In your letter, write: 

• how you will be picking them up from the airport 

• the 3 most exciting activities you have planned 

• what clothes they will need to pack 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Harry, 

I'm so excited that you are coming to visit! 

I will be coming to the airport in my dad's car to collect you and will keep an eye on the 
arrivals screen so I can be at the gate to meet you. 

I have got so much planned for us and I can't wait to show you around my town. We are 
going to go to the zoo to see the new baby panda, and we will also be going bowling 
with my friends as well as out for a nice meal with my parents. 

The weather here is quite nice at the moment, but the English summer can be 
unpredictable so I would pack shorts and t shirts as well as a couple of jumpers and a 
waterproof coat just in case of rain. 

I can't wait to see you, I am counting down the days! 

Best wishes, 
David 
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Letter 6 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You recently had a lovely meal at a Spanish restaurant and would like to 
recommend it to your grandmother. 

Write a letter to her. In your letter, include: 

• what you ate 

• how much it cost 

• who you went with 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Grandma, 

I hope you are well! I want to tell you about an amazing meal I had at Las Tapas Spanish 
restaurant last night as I think you would love it.  

I had a few different dishes including some beautiful calamari, spicy patatas bravas and 
fresh bread with dips. The food was so fresh and it was clear the chefs were actually 
Spanish as it was so traditional. 

Considering the amount of food I ate, I thought I would have to put a few more hours in 
at work to pay for it but it was very reasonably priced. I only paid $30 and that included a 
glass of sangria and a tip. 

I went with my friends from university, Rick and Larry, and they enjoyed the food as much 
as I did. We bumped into some other friends just outside so they joined us for the 
evening as well, which was nice. 

I'll take you to the restaurant for your birthday as I know you'll love it. 

Best wishes, 
Billy 
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Letter 7 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have just started to learn how to drive and your driving instructor has asked 
you to recommend him to your friends. 

Write a letter to a friend. In your letter, include: 

• what you like about the driving instructor 

• how many lessons you have had 

• how much each lesson costs 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear George, 

I bet you can’t wait to learn to drive after your birthday next week and I have a great 
instructor you should use. 

My instructor is so patient with me and has been teaching people to drive for 30 years so 
he is really experienced. He has a really high pass rate so you'll be on the road in no time! 

I have had 4 lessons with him so far and I already feel so confident and I think I will be 
ready to do my driving test in the next few weeks. 

My lessons last 2 hours and it costs $35 per session, which I think is pretty reasonable. 
The best news is that he gave me a discount voucher to pass on to my friends, so if you 
book 10 lessons at once he will give you $100 off. 

I will ask the instructor to send you his details so you can start learning as soon as 
possible. 

Best wishes, 
Dan 
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Letter 8 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your brother is currently travelling through Canada. You want to tell him that you 
are going to meet him in Vancouver. 

Write a letter to him. In your letter, include: 

• your arrival details 

• how long you intend to stay for 

• any activities you want to do while you are there 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear William, 

I have booked my trip to come and see you and I can't wait! 

I will be arriving at Vancouver airport on Friday 22nd July at 7pm and have booked a taxi 
to take me from the airport to your accommodation. 

I plan to stay for 3 weeks as my manager at work gave me permission to take an 
extended holiday, which is great as it gives us plenty of time to explore and catch up. 

I have been doing a bit of research online about what I want to do during my visit and 
there is quite a long list. The main activity I want to do is skiing as it is something I have 
never done, but I would also like to do some sightseeing around Vancouver and try to 
find a bear if possible. 

I can't wait to see you and explore Canada. 

Best Wishes, 
Geraldine 
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Letter 9  

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You and your friends have started a book club and you need to write a letter to 
them about an upcoming event. 

Write a letter to them. In your letter, write: 

• what the event will be 

• how many people will be going 

• what kind of food and drinks will be provided 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Holly, Sarah and Paula, 

Our book group has been invited to an event next week by Penguin Publishing and I 
can't wait! 

Penguin Publishing are hosting a huge garden party in the grounds of Windsor Castle to 
celebrate the launch of their new headquarters. 

It's going to be a really busy day with over 200 people attending, and we will have an 
opportunity to speak to so many great authors and publishers. This will be an amazing 
experience for us and will hopefully give us new ideas for our book group. 

There will be picnic food so we can look forward to sausage rolls, cheese and pineapple 
sticks and salmon sandwiches. They have got a special drinks list with cocktails named 
after famous books, so we will definitely try those! 

Let me know if you are all able to come with me, it's going to be a great day! 

Best wishes, 
Jessica 
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Letter 10 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have recently had a bad experience on a bus. The bus driver was rude and 
the seats were dirty. 

Write a letter to your friend to tell them about the experience. In your letter, 

write: 

• what the driver said to upset you 

• how this made you feel 

• details of the complaint you made to the bus company 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Ellie, 

I hope you're well! I know you use the Busy Bus company to get to work so I wanted to 
warn you about an awful experience I had with them the other day. 

I didn't have the correct change when I got on the bus so I apologised to the driver but 
he told me I should carry the right money as he isn't a bank, which I thought was so rude. 

I felt so embarrassed as he said it really loudly in front of all the other passengers and 
everyone was looking at me. Luckily, a lady gave me some change to sort out the 
situation but it was really unfair of him to treat me like that. 

I wrote an email to the bus company to complain about the driver's attitude and to ask 
them to compensate me for the upset he caused me. I am still waiting to hear back from 
them. 

I hope you haven't had an experience like this on your trips. 

Best wishes, 
Freda 
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Letter 11  

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You plan to attend an open day for a new theme park. You want to invite your 
younger sister who lives in another city. 

Write a letter to her. In your letter, include: 

• what attractions the theme park has 

• how you will be meeting your sister 

• what you plan on doing after visiting the theme park 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Mary, 

I hope life is treating you well in Berlin. I have got tickets to the new theme park we were 
speaking about as they are holding an open day on Saturday, and I'd like you to come 
with me. 

I have had a look online and there are so many good rides such as the Big Twister roller-
coaster and the Lazy Log Flume, and they also have arcades for us to try and win a 
cuddly toy. 

I will be getting the train directly to the theme park so I can meet you at the station at 
9am so we can make the most of the day. I'll wear my yellow hat so you can spot me in 
the crowds as I'm sure it will be really busy. 

When we have finished at the theme park, I will take you to the American restaurant over 
the road as they have the best ribs in town and I'd like to treat you. 

Let me know if you can come. 

Best wishes, 
Janice 

 www.ielts-excellence.com 31

http://www.ielts-excellence.com


The Ultimate Practice Question Workbook: General Edition                                                                              

Letter 12 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You were with a friend at the weekend and you noticed they look as though they 
have lost a lot of weight. You are concerned that they are unhappy and not 
eating properly. 

Write a letter to them. In your letter, include: 

• reasons why you think they may be unhappy 

• why you are concerned about them 

• how you think you can help them 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.


 www.ielts-excellence.com 32

http://www.ielts-excellence.com


The Ultimate Practice Question Workbook: General Edition                                                                              

Model answer 

Dear Emma, 

It was lovely to see you at the weekend! I'm a bit worried about you after our catch up 
because you seemed really down and not your usual happy self.  

I think the reason for your unhappiness is mainly to do with the argument you have had 
with your mum about your future and I think you both need to sort things out. 

I noticed that you seem to have lost weight and you hardly touched your food when we 
had lunch. I am worried that you aren't dealing with the stress you are under and you are 
neglecting your well being as a result. 

I would like to speak to your mum and let her know my concerns as I know she would not 
want you to be feeling this way. But I would like your permission to do this as I do not 
want to betray you. 

Please let me know how I can help you. 

Best wishes, 
Carol 
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Letter 13 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your friend is thinking about applying for another job as a school receptionist 
but is concerned that she will not impress at an interview 

Write a letter to them. It must include: 

• why you think she should stop worrying 

• why you think she would make a great employee 

• reasons why she needs to leave her current job 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Charlotte, 

I just want to put your mind at rest about your interview and remind you how fabulous 
you are! 

You have all the skills required to do the receptionist job and you also have an amazing 
personality that will shine at the interview. I have every faith that you will make a great 
impression and I don't think you have anything to worry about. 

You have great communication skills and your experience in customer service will make 
you an asset to the school. You're such a friendly and kind person and I know that you 
will put 100% into the job, which will make you an excellent employee. 

You have already mentioned that you really aren't enjoying your current role and I can see 
it is having an effect on your personal life, so I feel it would be best for you to move on to 
a job that you will be happy in. 

I'll keep my fingers crossed and good luck! 

Best wishes, 
Steven 
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Letter 14 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You are having a birthday party and would like to invite your friend who lives in 
another town. 

Write a letter to them. It must include: 

• the details of the party 

• what they need to bring along 

• reasons why they need to come to the party 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Reece, 

I hope you are well and enjoying life in Brighton. I am throwing a party for my birthday 
and would love you to be there.  

The party will be on Sunday at the village hall next to my house and it will start at 2pm. 

I have hired a bouncy castle and a huge paddling pool as the weather is supposed to be 
amazing, so don't forget to bring your swimming trunks and a towel. I would also 
recommend wearing comfortable clothes so it's easier to jump on the bouncy castle. 
Don't worry about bringing me a birthday present, your presence is more than enough! 

I have invited all of our old school friends and they have said they will be coming so you 
definitely need to come along so we can all have a catch up and talk about old times. 

Let me know if you can come. 

Best wishes, 
Michael 
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Letter 15 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your friend is moving to Australia with her family and you would like to say 
farewell. 

Write a letter to them. It must include: 

• why you will miss them when they are gone 

• advice on how they can make new friends in Australia 

• your plans to visit them next year 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Naomi, 

I can't believe you are moving all the way to Australia and leaving me behind! 

I will miss you so much when you leave as we spend so much time together and you are 
like a sister to me. I'll miss our shopping weekends and our late night chats but we will 
have to battle the time difference to make sure we stay in touch. 

You're such a lovely person and I have no doubt that you will make lots of new friends 
when you arrive. Just be yourself and maybe put on an Australian accent to fit in and 
everyone will love you! 

I am already saving up my pocket money to be able to come and see you next year and I 
can't wait. We will have to plan lots of fun activities and you can show me your new life. 

Keep in touch and good luck with the move. 

Best wishes, 
Sandra 
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Letter 16 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your mother is overseas looking after her sister and you would like to let her 
know what you have been doing since she left. 

Write a letter to your mother. It must include: 

• what activities you have been doing since she left 

• details about how your father and brother are coping without her 

• sending your best wishes to her sister for a speedy recovery 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Mum, 

I hope Auntie Jean is feeling better and that you can come home soon as I miss you. 

I went on a school trip last week to Alton Towers and it was so much fun, although I was 
too scared to go on the big rides. I have also been playing my guitar every day to 
practice for the school concert, which I hope you will be back for. 

Dad and Scott are struggling without you and they definitely aren't as good as you at 
cooking and cleaning. They are both trying really hard though so I try not to get annoyed 
at them and I'm doing as much as I can to help them out around the house. 

Please send my love to Auntie Jean and let her know I am thinking about her. I hope she 
makes a full recovery as soon as possible so she can get back to work and normality. 

I can’t wait to see you! 

Best wishes, 
Sonia  
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Letter 17 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your friend is considering getting a puppy and you would like to let them know 
about your experience of owning a dog. 

Write a letter to them. It must include: 

• why you love having a dog 

• the responsibilities involved with having a dog 

• what type of dog you think they should get 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Andrew, 

It was lovely to see you last week and it's really exciting that you are thinking about 
getting a dog. 

I absolutely love having a dog because he is always so happy to see me and is the best 
companion. My dog, Buster, is great as he is always at the door when I get home from 
work, wagging his tail because he is so excited. You don't get that from a human! 

It is hard work having a dog though, because they need walking even when it's raining or 
snowing. It is also a big commitment because you have to organise a dog sitter if you are 
going away. 

I think a small dog would suit you, like a Dachshund, because you have a very busy life 
with work and socialising so a small dog would be better for you as they don't need to be 
walked as far. 

Let me know what type of dog you choose and I will come and visit when you get one. 

Best wishes, 
Tom  
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Letter 18 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your brother is not happy with his current dentist and you would like to 
recommend your dentist to him. 

Write a letter to him. It must include: 

• why you recommend your dentist 

• your experience when you had a check up recently 

• how much a check up costs 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Graham, 

After our catch up last week, I want to suggest you visit my dentist as you are not 
impressed with yours. 

My dentist is so thorough and explains everything she is doing, which puts my mind at 
ease and makes the experience much more relaxing. She is also very gentle and I think 
this is important when you are having dental work done. 

I had a check up last week and she talked me through each step of the process and told 
me about issues that could come up if I don't take better care of my teeth. I didn't feel 
like she rushed the appointment and I even got a sticker before I left. 

Unlike most dentists, mine is very reasonable and does not charge a fortune for 
treatment. My check up only cost $40, which is so cheap considering you said you paid 
$80 with your dentist last month. 

I will give you her contact details when I see you next week. 

Best wishes, 
Carla 
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Letter 19 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your friend is going travelling around Asia for 3 months and has asked for some 
tips as you did the same trip last year. 

Write a letter to them. It must include: 

• what countries you visited in Asia 

• the activities you would recommend doing 

• any tips of how to save money while travelling 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Patrick, 

I am over the moon that you have finally booked your adventure around Asia as I have so 
many tips for you! 

I visited so many countries on my trip, but the main ones you should definitely include are 
Cambodia, Japan, Malaysia and Singapore as these were the highlights of my holiday. 

I would definitely recommend going skiing in Japan as the views from the mountains are 
incredible. You also need to embrace the cultures of Cambodia and Malaysia and get 
involved with some cooking classes and traditional dancing. When you go to Singapore, 
you must visit the Marina Bay Sands hotel as it is out of this world! 

The biggest money saving tip I will give you is to live like a local. I saved a lot of money 
by buying food from markets and street stalls, and it's the best way to experience real 
Asian cuisine so it's the best of both worlds. 

I can't wait to hear more about your plans. 

Best wishes, 
Jasmine 
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Letter 20 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


Your father would like to start being more active and eating healthy. He has 
asked for your help. 

Write a letter to him. It must include: 

• how you can help him 

• reasons why you think an active lifestyle will help him 

• some tips on how to keep motivated 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Dad, 

I'm so happy you have decided to take my advice and live a more healthy and active 
lifestyle and I can't wait to help you. 

I would like to start by taking you to the supermarket to choose some healthy food and 
then help you to find healthy recipes. I will also plan an exercise routine for you as this 
will keep you focused. 

You will feel the benefits from being more active straight away, it's great for your mental 
health as well as your physique. You will notice a difference in your energy levels and your 
blood pressure should also reduce, which is great. 

It can be hard to stay motivated and not to give in to temptations such as biscuits and 
fast food, but we will set a goal of how much weight you want to lose and this will give 
you something to aim for. Once you start seeing results, you will never want to go back to 
your old habits. 

I can't wait to get started! 

Best wishes, 
Hannah 
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FORMAL STYLE 

Letter 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You would like to make a complaint about one of your university tutors as she 
cancels lectures and seminars regularly at short notice. 

Write a letter to the university explaining the nature of your complaint. Let them 

know: 

• that you do not feel prepared for your exams. 

• you have received a the lack of support.  

• what action you would like them to take to resolve the matter. 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to express my dissatisfaction with my university tutor, Dr Smith, because I do 
not feel she is providing the level of education I am entitled to. 

As a direct consequence of Dr Smith making a number of last minute changes to my 
timetable and cancelling lessons, I am feeling extremely unprepared for my upcoming 
exams and this is causing me great concern. 

I have asked my tutor for help on numerous occasions but she seems unwilling to offer 
me any guidance. I expect my tutor to support me and be on hand to assist me with my 
studies, but Dr Smith is not providing this service. 

I would like you to tell Dr Smith that she must be available to students in the run up to the 
stressful exam period. If she does not agree, you should consider disciplinary action as 
her behaviour is not acceptable and is hindering students. 

I look forward to hearing from you on this matter. 

Yours faithfully, 
James Cotton 
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Letter 2 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You recently spent a night in hospital and would like to express your gratitude to 
the staff who looked after you. 

Write a letter to the ward manager. In your letter: 

• thank the staff members  

• describe the care you received 

• explain how you think the staff members should be rewarded. 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I was admitted to hospital last week for one night and I felt compelled to write to you to 
thank the ward staff who cared for me during my stay. 

I am extremely grateful and would like to thank the staff on your ward from the bottom of 
my heart for the amazing way they attended to me. 

During my stay, the nurses went above and beyond to ensure I was comfortable and had 
everything I needed. The catering staff provided me with nutritious meals and beverages, 
making me feel like I was in a restaurant rather than a hospital. The doctors were 
professional and efficient and their bedside manner was sublime. 

I think such amazing service from all of your staff members should be recognised and 
rewarded. I would love for you to treat your wonderful team by purchasing some 
delightful cakes for them to enjoy on their lunch break. 

Please pass on this letter to the staff. 

Yours faithfully, 
Edna Green 
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Letter 3 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have received a letter from the hospital confirming an appointment. 
Unfortunately, you are unable to attend on the specified day due to work 
commitments. 

Write a letter to the hospital manager to explain your situation. In your letter: 

• Say why you are unable to make the appointment 

• Apologise and offer your availability for another appointment 

• Ask what to expect at your hospital visit 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have just received an appointment notice from you and I am writing this letter to inform 
you that I will be unable to attend on this day. 

Regrettably, I have a very important meeting at work on the day of the scheduled 
appointment, therefore I will be unable to attend and will need to organise another time 
for my consultation. 

I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause you, however I would be able to attend 
any time next Friday if an appointment is available. Alternatively, I am due to take some 
annual leave at the end of the month so we can reschedule for them if this suits the 
doctor better. 

Regarding the appointment, please can you let me know what will actually happen on the 
day and if there will be any further examinations I should be prepared for? 

I look forward to hearing from you soon.  

Yours faithfully, 
Heather Ray 
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Letter 4 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You heard on the radio that the local government are reducing the funding for 
teaching assistants in schools. 

Write a letter to the Education Secretary. In your letter: 

• express your concern 

• describe the impact this will have on students 

• explain the benefits of having teaching assistants in the classroom. 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing this letter in response to a discussion I heard on the radio about an intention 
by the local authorities to reduce the level of funding they provide for teaching assistants. 

When I heard this news, I was very worried about the effect this will have on staff and 
students alike. 

By reducing the number of teaching assistants a school will be able to afford to employ, 
students will miss out on having additional support in the classroom and therefore their 
studies may be negatively impacted. 

I believe that teaching assistants provide a great support to students as they are able to 
dedicate more one on one time to helping them with their work than teachers who are 
trying to control a whole class. This is extremely important, particularly for students who 
need more help or attention due to behavioural issues or learning disabilities. 

I would like you to consider the above points when making your final decision. 

Yours faithfully, 
Joan Thompson 
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Letter 5 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have just moved into a new rental home and the neighbours have a dog that 
will not stop barking. It is waking you up at night and causing you to be tired at 
work. 

Write a letter to your accommodation manager. In your letter, include: 

• details of the situation 

• what your neighbours have done to try and stop the dog making so much 

noise 

• what you intend to do if nothing is done about it 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have been left with no choice but to write this letter expressing my frustration about the 
dog next door to the rental property we have just moved into. 

The next door neighbours dog barks constantly throughout the day and night and it is 
really affecting my quality of sleep and therefore my ability to function at work. 

I have approached the neighbours about this matter and they said they would try to 
resolve the situation by keeping the dog indoors overnight. However, this has not 
stopped the dog barking and they do not seem prepared to take any further steps to 
resolve the problem. 

If this matter is not rectified, I will have no other choice but to terminate my rental 
agreement and find another property to rent as I cannot continue living in such a noisy 
environment. 

I look forward to a response from you as soon as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 
Sam Matthews 
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Letter 6 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have recently had a bad experience on a bus. The bus driver was rude and 
the seats were uncomfortable. 

Write a letter to the bus company and tell them about the experience. In your 

letter, include: 

• exactly what the driver did to upset you 

• why you found the seats uncomfortable 

• what you will do if the bus company does not apologise to you 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to complain about a recent trip I took on one of your buses as it was not to 
my satisfaction. 

Firstly, the bus driver was extremely rude to me when I asked him to let me know which 
stop I needed to get off at to go to the leisure centre. He said I should have researched 
this myself and that he was not a travel guide, which I thought was very rude. 

In addition to this, the seats caused me a lot of discomfort due to the padding being 
worn out so I felt as though I was sitting on a wooden bench. This is not acceptable 
considering I am paying a lot of money for this service. 

I would like a full apology for my experience, and if I do not receive this I will not hesitate 
to take my story to the local newspaper to ensure the community knows about your 
terrible company. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully, 
John Bull 
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Letter 7 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You bought a laptop 2 weeks ago and it has stopped working. The screen does 
not turn on. 

Write a letter to the shop where you purchased the laptop to tell them about the 

problem. In your letter, include: 

• what you think the problem is 

• what you want them to do about it 

• what you will do if they do not do anything 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I purchased a laptop from your store a fortnight ago and it has already malfunctioned and 
will not switch on. 

I believe the issue with the laptop is a fault with the charger as even when I plug it in to 
charge overnight, it still does not start up the next day and the charging light does not 
flash as it should do. 

I would like you to replace my laptop by the end of the week as I purchased it to 
complete my college work and I am now unable to finish my essay which is due on 
Friday. I would also like you to offer me a voucher to spend in your shop as a gesture of 
goodwill for my bad experience. 

If you do not replace my laptop in the timescale suggested, I will not hesitate to leave a 
negative review on your social media page to warn other customers about your company. 

I look forward to a response from you as soon as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 
Karen Miller 
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Letter 8 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have seen an advert for a job in a local bakery and you would like to apply 
for the position. 

Write a letter to the manager of the bakery and include: 

• why you think you would make a good employee 

• what previous experience you have in this sector 

• how you would like to progress over the next 5 years 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I would like to apply for the job at your establishment that was recently advertised in the 
local newspaper as I think I would be perfectly suited to the position. 

I believe I have a number of positive attributes that would make me a great employee, 
including my ability to work as part of a team and my exceptional customer service skills. 

I have previously worked for Bakers Delight as a customer service assistant and also for 
The Baking Company as an assistant to the head baker. I have been trained to provide 
exceptional front of house service as well as in bread making, which I feel will be 
beneficial to the role advertised. 

In the next 5 years, I would love to become a head baker and the opportunity to progress 
within your company and achieve this goal would be rewarded with my hard work and 
loyalty. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully, 
Jade Tart 
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Letter 9 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have a food allergy to egg and you want to inform the airline before you 
travel. 

Write a letter to the airline, explaining: 

• how bad your allergy is 

• what you would like them to do 

• alternative foods you could eat 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am travelling to Singapore with your airline next month and would like to advise you 
about my egg allergy to allow you to make provisions for me. 

My allergy is particularly serious if I consume egg and can result in a severe reaction, 
however I do not have an airborne allergy so it is acceptable for products containing egg 
to be served to others on the flight. 

I would like you to provide me with the ingredient list for the food you will be serving me 
in order to allow me to make sure there is no trace of egg present. I would also like all 
staff to be made aware of my allergy so there is no confusion. 

As a suggestion, I usually consume simple foods such as meat and vegetables to 
eliminate any risk so a dish of chicken, potatoes and carrots would be safe for me. As a 
snack, fruit would be ideal along with peanuts. 

I look forward to receiving a response from you with a suitable meal plan. 

Yours faithfully, 
Yvonne Long 
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Letter 10 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

 

It is your mother's birthday next week and you would like to hire a local town hall 
to host a birthday party for her. 

Write a letter to the local town hall manager. In your letter, include: 

• details of the event 

• the food and drinks you would like to have  

• how long you would like to hire the hall for 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I would like to book the town hall for a birthday celebration for my mother's 60th birthday 
next week. 

The party will be on Saturday evening and I will be inviting around 50 of my mother's 
close friends and family. The event will have a Gatsby theme so the guests will be in 
fancy dress and there will be a band playing appropriate music. 

With this in mind, I would like there to be a cocktail bar serving a mixture of alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic cocktails as well as tea and coffee for the older guests. I would like a buffet 
of finger food, including sausage rolls and salmon sandwiches. 

I would like to hire the hall from 5pm to allow us to set up before the party starts at 7pm 
and the party will finish at 11pm so the hire time will be 6 hours in total. 

I look forward to receiving a booking confirmation from you. 

Yours faithfully, 
Kenneth Wright 
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Letter 11 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have just got a pet dog and they need to see a vet for some vaccinations. 

Write a letter to a local veterinary practice. In your letter include:  

• what you would like an appointment for 

• the days and times which are best for you 

• your contact details so they can contact you for an appointment 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have recently adopted a beautiful dog called Bonnie from the rescue centre and she 
needs to be vaccinated by a vet as the centre did not provide this service. 

I would like to make an appointment to bring my dog into the veterinary surgery to have 
the jabs she requires, such as kennel cough and rabies. I would also like a general check 
up for Bonnie to make sure she is in good health as I cannot be certain of her history. 

An ideal appointment time would be next Tuesday 12th August at 3pm when I have 
finished work, or Saturday 16th August anytime in the morning before I attend a charity 
football match at 1pm. 

Please feel free to contact me on 07564 321 689 to confirm the appointment or suggest 
another time if the above options are not suitable for you. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

Yours faithfully, 
Jean Horne 
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Letter 12 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have just returned from a holiday to Spain where you had a wonderful time. 
You would like to share your experience with the travel agent manager. 

Write a letter to a travel agent manager. In your letter include:  

• what you enjoyed most about the holiday 

• how they made your experience so great 

• where you plan to go on your next holiday 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have just come back from the most wonderful trip to Spain and I really wanted to let you 
know how fabulous it was. 

I absolutely loved the hotel and this really was the best part of the holiday. The rooms 
were so clean and well equipped and the view from the balcony was breathtaking. The 
staff were so attentive and catered to my every need. 

As my travel manager, you made the whole experience so simple and stress-free. You 
considered every detail of my holiday so thoughtfully and I could relax knowing you had 
sorted everything from the airport transfers to the excursions. 

I have only been back in the country one week but I am already planning where I will be 
going on my next holiday. I would love to go to India and experience their culture and will 
be touch shortly to arrange this with you. 

Please pass this letter on to your manager and the hotel. 

Yours faithfully, 
Pam Hitchen 
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Letter 13 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You would like to purchase a house in a new area and your friend has 
recommended an estate agent who can help. 

Write a letter to the estate agent. In your letter include:  

• why you are moving to the area 

• what kind of house you would like to buy 

• how much you would like to spend on the house 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am looking at moving to your area and my friend mentioned you as a great estate agent 
to help find my dream home. 

I have recently secured a job in a nearby town and have decided that this area is perfect 
for me to settle down as it has a lot to offer and will ensure an easy commute to work. 

I would like to purchase a modern property with 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. I will also 
need a garage as I have a collection of motorcycles that I do not want to be left outside. I 
have a small dog so a fenced back garden would be a priority to allow him to run around 
while I am at work. 

I have a very tight budget for this property as I have to consider the other costs involved 
with relocating from another city, so I would like to spend a maximum of $150,000 on the 
perfect property. 

I look forward to working with you to find the ideal home. 

Yours faithfully, 
Graham Bell 
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Letter 14 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have accepted a new job offer and need to hand in your resignation to your 
current employer. 

Write a letter to your manager. In your letter include:  

• notice of your resignation and when you will be leaving 

• what your new job will be 

• reasons why you have decided to leave 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I would like to inform you that I have taken a job with another company and am therefore 
providing you with my notice of resignation. 

I would like to give you 4 weeks notice that I will be resigning from my position and will 
be leaving on Friday 6th October. 

The new job I will be starting is an office manager role for the supermarket chain Waitrose 
in their London-based head office. This new position will involve managing a team of 15 
administrators and ensuring they are working in an effective and efficient manner. 

Although I have loved my time with your company, I am ready to take on more 
responsibility and progress in my career, and I do not feel like this opportunity would be 
made available to me within your business. I am ready for a new challenge and feel this 
new role is perfect for me. 

Please let me know if you require anything further from me. 

Yours faithfully, 
Tina Price 

 www.ielts-excellence.com 77

http://www.ielts-excellence.com


The Ultimate Practice Question Workbook: General Edition                                                                              

Letter 15 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You are coming to the end of a fixed term contract at work and would like to ask 
for the contract to be extended. 

Write a letter to the director of your company. In your letter include:  

• a request to extend your contract 

• why you feel your contract should be extended 

• what you have achieved since starting with the company 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to you in regard to my employment contract and the opportunity to continue 
working for your company. 

I am aware that my fixed term contract is due to expire at the end of this month and 
would absolutely love to extend this as I am really enjoying working in my current role. 

Since I joined the company last year, I believe I have really contributed to the growth of 
the business and have succeeded in meeting the goals that were set when I first started. 
I am positive I can continue to strive in my role and exceed your expectations. 

When I first started with your company, the website was struggling to bring in sales. 
Since I took over the running of the website, sales have doubled and the number of 
people visiting the site has increased by 150%, which I feel is a huge achievement. 

Please advise a suitable time for a meeting to discuss the above. 

Yours faithfully, 
Sajid Akir 
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Letter 16 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You need to book an appointment at the opticians for a check up as you are 
having difficulty reading road signs. 

Write a letter to the opticians. In your letter include:  

• what problems you are having with your sight 

• the days and times which are best for you 

• what you hope the outcome of the appointment will be 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I would like to book an appointment to see my optician as I have been having some 
issues with my sight recently. 

I think my eyesight has deteriorated since my last appointment as I am finding it hard to 
see objects that are further away. For example, when I am driving, I am struggling to see 
the signs clearly and I do not feel safe behind the wheel. 

The most suitable day for an appointment is on a Tuesday, ideally in the afternoon as I 
look after my grandson until lunchtime. I will be available this coming Tuesday at 2pm if 
this would be convenient for you. 

I really hope the optician will be able to notice the change I am experiencing in my vision 
and prescribe me some stronger glasses so I can see things more clearly and feel safer 
when I am driving. 

Please confirm my appointment as soon as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 
Glynis Rogers 
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Letter 17 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have seen a competition in a magazine you would like to enter and it 
involves explaining why you deserve to win a round-the-world cruise. 

Write a letter to the magazine editor. In your letter include:  

• how much you enjoy reading their magazine every week 

• why you feel you deserve to win the cruise 

• reasons you love cruise holidays 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing in response to the recent competition in your magazine giving people the 
chance to win a cruise. 

I absolutely love receiving your magazine through the post every Wednesday and read 
every single article as soon as I get home from work. The stories are great and I really 
enjoy the travel section. 

I have been studying really hard to become a nurse for the past 2 years while still working 
full time and looking after my family, and I feel like I would be a really deserving winner of 
the cruise and would love the chance to relax when I have finished my studies. 

I have been on a cruise holiday once before and I really loved it because it allowed me to 
visit so many beautiful countries in a short period of time as well as experiencing the 
wonderful entertainment aboard the ship too. 

I hope to hear from you soon with great news. 

Yours faithfully, 
Michael Cross 
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Letter 18 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You have just finished reading a great book but you have some unanswered 
questions. 

Write a letter to the author. In your letter include:  

• tell them what you loved about the book 

• ask them the questions you would like them to answer 

• ask when the next book in the series will be released 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have just read the last page of your latest book and I will not be able to sleep until I 
know the answer to some questions that were not addressed in the book. 

I loved every single thing about your book, but in particular I loved the way it kept me 
guessing right until the very last page and then there was an unexpected twist in the tale. 
The excitement and suspense was enthralling but it left me with some questions. 

The biggest question for me was whether Sarah managed to find her way out of the cave 
in the end. Her quest for freedom was gripping but I cannot believe we did not find out if 
she succeeded. 

I really hope I do not have to wait long before the next book is released. Please can you 
let me know when this will be? 

I eagerly await your response. 

Yours faithfully, 
William Trent 
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Letter 19 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You ordered a new mirror from an online company but when it was delivered you 
realise it is damaged. 

Write a letter to the manager of the company. In your letter include:  

• an explanation of the damage 

• what you would like the company to do to resolve the problem 

• what you will do if they do not resolve the problem 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I was disappointed to find that the new mirror I recently ordered from your company was 
damaged when it arrived. 

The box was ripped when I received it, which made me suspicious about the state of the 
product inside. When I opened my delivery, the mirror was cracked right down the middle 
and there are numerous imperfections on the frame as well. 

I would like you to send a replacement mirror to my address by courier to arrive as soon 
as possible because I have decorated my bedroom and the mirror was going to be the 
perfect final touch. I would also like you to ensure the delivery driver takes better care of 
parcels in future. 

If you do not replace the mirror within the next 5 days I will write an official complaint to 
your head office expressing my dissatisfaction with your ability to resolve my issue. 

I look forward to receiving a response from you. 

Yours faithfully, 
Laura Martin 
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Letter 20 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.


You would like to request a pay rise from your employer. 

Write a letter to your manager. In your letter include:  

• what you would like from them 

• why you deserve a pay rise 

• what action you will take if you do not receive a pay rise 

Write at least 150 words.


You do NOT need to write any addresses.
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Model answer 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to you to discuss my current salary as I feel I deserve a pay rise. 

I would like you to consider increasing my rate of pay from $15 per hour to $18 per hour 
as I have been with the company for a while now and feel I am deserving of the additional 
money. 

Since I started with the company, I have implemented new ideas in order to increase the 
number of customers who dine at our establishment, such as making the menu 
appealing to a more diverse audience, including vegans and those who suffer with 
allergies. 

If I do not receive the pay rise mentioned above, I will seek employment elsewhere as I 
feel the improvements I have made to the business are worthy of the increase I have 
requested and believe another company would offer a higher rate of pay. 

I look forward to hearing from you on this matter. 

Yours faithfully, 
Daniel Lau 
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TASK 2 QUESTIONS  

Things to remember about Task 2: 

Question types:  

Agree or disagree, Advantages & disadvantages, Discussion, Problems & 
solutions, Two-part questions


Time limit: 

40 minutes


Minimum word count:  

250 words 
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Crime & Law 
Question 1 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


More should be done to prevent crime happening in the first place, rather than 
catching and prosecuting perpetrators after a crime is committed. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?  

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

We should be focusing on crime prevention as a priority instead of waiting until a crime 
has been committed and then taking action. In my opinion, I completely agree that 
prevention is much more effective than punishment. 

Firstly, it is much more cost effective to prevent crime than it is to catch, prosecute and 
incarcerate criminals. By investing in preventative programmes for schools and 
communities, the government will be able educate people about the true effects and cost 
of crime, not just to them if they decide to choose a life of crime, but to victims and 
society. This education will help to reduce crime and the costs incurred as a result of it, 
as well as freeing up resources in order to continue educating people about the effects of 
crime and hopefully deter them from offending. 

Secondly, if we do not take measures to prevent crime and instead wait for the crime to 
be committed, it is much more difficult for the criminal to reintegrate back into society 
and live a life free of crime. Once a criminal has been convicted, studies have found that 
reoffending rates are high and one conviction often leads to many more. If we can 
introduce more ways of preventing crime, this would reduce the crime rates and 
therefore have a positive effect on reoffending rates. 

In conclusion, preventative measures are much more effective than punishment after a 
crime has been committed. It is more cost effective for society and will also mean that 
crime and reoffending rates will reduce, which will make the world a much safer place to 
live in. 
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Question 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


There are more security cameras and less security personnel nowadays 
compared with 10 years ago, because of the advances in technology. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of the use of technology in 
preventing crime? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Technological advancements have made progress in leaps and bounds, making the need 
for human involvement in many aspects of our lives negligible, in particular monitoring 
our environment with security cameras. Its introduction has made life more secure, giving 
people peace of mind that they are being looked after 24/7, but it has its negative 
connotations as well. 

To start with the positives, the presence of security cameras acts as a deterrent to 
criminal activities as they record the crimes and assist in identifying and locating the 
perpetrators. Recorded evidence is also acceptable in court, which contributes to the 
conviction of more criminals. When these cases are publicised in the media, it helps to 
show criminals that technology now means they are less likely to get away with breaking 
the law. Road and traffic monitoring through the obvious presence of security cameras 
safeguards against speeding and hit and run offences, guaranteeing safe and patient 
driving experiences. 

On the flip side, as with other disadvantages of technology, security cameras have 
reduced the job opportunities available to those in the security field. There are now fewer 
people employed to monitor live security feed and respond to any issues by coordinating 
with the police response teams, which reduces the human element of providing security 
and makes the whole process mechanical. Although the need for technical expertise is 
required, it is also important to have people on hand to provide an immediate response 
to any urgent incidents as technology cannot perform arrests or disband a fight. 

All in all, security and safety of life and property is paramount and people appreciate 
measures undertaken using any advance technology, irrespective of the fact that it 
decreases the need for other people to protect them against harm. 
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Question 3 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people argue that police patrols are a deterrent to crime, whereas others 
believe it is a waste of resources. 

Discuss both arguments and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

A police presence is often considered as a way to prevent crime from occurring, however 
some people think that patrolling the streets is not a valuable use of resources and the 
police should be dealing with crimes that have been committed. I believe that police 
presence is a crime deterrent but this essay will discuss both opinions. 

On the one hand, the presence of police officers on our streets can often provide a sense 
of security and make people feel much safer in the community. As a result of this, people 
feel able to approach the police to report crimes or concerns, which in turn will help to 
prevent future crime. In addition to this, numerous studies have found that police 
presence is a successful crime deterrent. 

In contrast, studies have found that a large proportion of crimes are committed by repeat 
offenders. These types of people often favour life inside prison and are not afraid of the 
law so they would not be deterred by seeing police patrolling the community. 
Furthermore, it is very common for people who commit crimes to be under the influence 
of drugs or alcohol, so they are not in the right state of mind to think rationally and are 
therefore not deterred by a police officer being present. 

To conclude, I am of the opinion that police presence is a deterrent to crime as it 
provides a sense of faith and trust in the community and makes people more likely to 
report suspicious activities. However, criminals do not have the same morals as most 
people and are therefore not always deterred by the law. 
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Question 4 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


In some countries, people who defend their homes from burglars can be 
arrested if they use 'excessive force' against them. 

What are some problems with this law and what are some solutions? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The right to defend one’s property is of prime importance to people and it is human 
nature to go to extreme lengths for this purpose. However, there are laws within society 
that protect everybody regardless of any wrong doing, which in this instance extends to 
the perpetrator. 

Considering the human need for self-defence, the question remains whether excessive 
force can be used to punish certain offences by taking the law into one’s own hands. If 
allowed, this has the potential to turn into a free for all, making the government rules 
redundant. For this purpose, the law should clearly state what punishment will be handed 
out to people who hurt a person for stealing which is not as grave an offence as murder. 
A civilised society must consider that a person often commits a crime out of desperation, 
such as stealing food, so by addressing these issues it can help to reduce crime. 

Contrarily, it is a well-known fact that police in many countries are either inapt or ill-
equipped to protect people or apprehend perpetrators so people do not feel they can 
depend solely on the law to protect them. When the law enforcement is weak or corrupt 
crime starts to thrive, resulting in people having no other option but to take measures into 
their own hands to protect their property and punish the criminals with extreme force to 
make an example for others. There have been many reported instances of mob lynching 
petty criminals, but no one is arrested or punished due to lack of concrete evidence. 

To summarise, there should be strong policing to safeguard our lives and property but if 
people have to defend themselves against crimes, they should not be arrested and 
punished as the criminals themselves. 
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Question 5 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 



Write about the following topic:


The crime rate in highly populated cities is greater than less populated cities. 

Why do you think this is? What can be done to reduce crime in the most 
populated cities? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Cities with a high population tend to have a more prevalent rate of crime than those cities 
with a small population. This essay will explore the reasons for this and the measures that 
can be put in place to reduce the amount of criminal activity in the cities with high 
populations. 

I believe there is more crime in highly populated cities because there are a lot more 
opportunities to commit offences. For example, the streets are busier so there are a lot 
more people for criminals to target for crimes such as thefts. Crime is often committed 
by those who are on drugs or alcohol and are either homeless or living in poverty. These 
types of people tend to congregate in highly populated cities as they have more chance 
of making money through begging or busking on the streets. 

In order to reduce crime in cities with high populations, I think a stronger police presence 
is needed. This would deter a lot of criminals such as pick pockets and thieves and also 
make the community feel safer. Another solution would be to tackle the issue of 
homelessness and drug abuse as this has a huge impact on crime rates. 

In conclusion, crime is more rife in highly populated cities due to the increased amount of 
opportunities for criminals as well as there being a greater number of homeless people 
and drug abusers. In order to reduce this, it is important to increase police presence on 
the streets and tackle homelessness and drug abuse. 
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Education 

Question 6 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


The role of teachers in school extends further than simply teaching students to 
pass exams. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?  

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

It is undeniable that teaching is becoming more than just delivering knowledge to 
children. School teachers are expected to play a more holistic role in students’ lives than 
just focusing on ensuring they pass their exams. The reasons for strongly agreeing to this 
statement are discussed below. 

Time has moved on from educating pupils to simply memorise facts and figures to 
making them independent forward-thinking youngsters. The present generation needs to 
be trained to face the challenges of technology, where they will be competing with 
artificial intelligence to survive. Their survival will not depend on passing exams or 
learning textbook information about core subjects, but on their ability to be strategic and 
creative in order to carve out a sustainable life for themselves. In such a situation, 
teachers must keep themselves updated with the use of latest technology and be a 
facilitator of learning, which can be a daunting task for an individual who has been 
trained to deliver curriculum material only. 

Besides this, the role of a teacher is to be a mentor, and being an effective member of 
society is of paramount importance. The responsibilities of parents have changed in 
recent years as they now spend less time being role models and more time succumbing 
to the pressure of having to provide for their family as they compete in the rat race to be 
able to give their children the best opportunities in life. Thus, the teacher becomes the 
role model in a child's life and must teach them to be upstanding members of society.   

To conclude, teachers now play a more important role in children's lives than just 
preparing them for academic exams because they have to show them how to survive in 
the real world and deal with modern day issues. 

 www.ielts-excellence.com 102

http://www.ielts-excellence.com


The Ultimate Practice Question Workbook: General Edition                                                                              

Question 7 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


The class size in many schools exceeds 30 students. 

What are the advantages & disadvantages of large class sizes in schools? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The number of pupils per class in the majority of schools is now surpassing 30. This 
essay will explore the pros and cons of having a vast number of children per classroom. 

On a positive note, bigger class sizes allow children to integrate with their peers and get 
used to different types of people. All students are different in regard to personality and 
learning ability so having so many classmates with differing qualities can really help 
children to develop and learn social skills. With a larger class to handle, teachers are 
more likely to set group projects so students are able to help each other with ideas and 
learn the skills required to work as part of a team. 

In contrast, it is more difficult to teach a large class of children because everyone learns 
in different ways and at a different pace. With so many children to look after, the teacher 
will be unable to dedicate time to individuals or smaller groups of students who may 
need more help than others. Therefore, large class sizes can have a detrimental impact 
on a child's development and can cause them to fall further behind in their studies if they 
are not able to get the help they need from the teacher. 

In summary, bigger class sizes in schools are positive for the development of social and 
interaction skills and gives children the opportunity to integrate with different types of 
people at a young age. However, this can also be a disadvantage because those who 
need more help with their studies may be overlooked as the teacher has too many 
students to look after. 
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Question 8 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people argue that many subjects taught in school are useless in the 
modern day. Others argue that all subjects commonly taught in school are 
important. 

Discuss both arguments and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

It is often considered that the subjects that children learn at school are no longer helpful 
in this day and age, while others believe that all current subjects are vital. I believe that 
there should be new subjects introduced into the curriculum to deal with day to day 
occurrences such as finances but this essay will look at both views. 

On the one hand, there are many aspects of school subjects that are never used by 
students once they graduate, with some exceptions of course. For example, algebra is 
not used in day to day living, nor is the periodic table unless you specialise in such areas 
for work. Children should be given guidance at an earlier age about what career they may 
want to pursue and should learn subjects applicable to this. It should be compulsory for 
children to be taught about finances and life skills in order to help them succeed in the 
real world. 

On the other hand, children very rarely know what career path they want to choose and 
can change their minds a number of times as they progress through school. As a result, it 
is important to teach all current subjects to allow them the chance to have knowledge in 
all subjects in case they change their mind and decide to pursue a path they had 
previously dismissed. 

To conclude, the subjects currently taught in schools are all important to allow students 
to choose what they want to do in the future without restrictions, but it is equally as 
important to introduce life skills and finance lessons into the curriculum to prepare 
children for the real world. 
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Question 9 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


In some schools, there is a shortage of educators, so students are taught by 
teachers who are trained in a different field. For example, a chemistry teacher 
who teaches Biology. 

What are the problems with this and what are some solutions? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

In a number of educational facilities pupils are learning certain subjects from teachers 
who have majored in another subject due to a lack of specialists in some areas. This 
essay will discuss the issues with this concept and how they can be resolved. 

A major drawback of being taught a subject by a teacher who has not chosen to 
specialise in that field is their lack of enthusiasm and expertise. Teachers without in depth 
subject knowledge fail to ignite curiosity in their students as they themselves rely on 
textbooks to conduct their lessons.  Furthermore, untrained teachers find it harder to 
discipline students because they do not tend to have the same confidence as someone 
who is a specialist in their subject. 

In order to resolve the above issues, the government should provide incentives for 
people to specialise in less popular subjects, such as bursaries and financial assistance, 
in order to make teaching a more appealing career. If there is still a shortage of teachers 
for a particular subject then specialists from other schools should be paid to provide 
lesson plans and resources in order for the teacher to deliver a high standard of 
education. 

To summarise, it is not ideal for students to be taught a subject by a teacher who 
specialises in another field because the passion and knowledge is likely to be limited, 
which will be picked up on by children and affect their engagement with the subject. To 
resolve this, there needs to be more incentives for people to major in less popular school 
subjects. 
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Question 10 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


All students are expected to dress in school uniform and are sent home if this 
rule is not adhered to. 

Do you think this is a fair rule? What are the benefits of a school uniform? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Schools have strict policies on uniform and pupils are often sent away from school if they 
do not follow the regulations. In my opinion, this is justified and the implementation of a 
mandatory uniform has many positives. 
The strict rules on uniform are very fair as it would be very difficult to teach children when 
they are wearing casual clothing as this is often associated with relaxing and partaking in 
leisure activities rather than being in an educational environment. Without boundaries, 
children would turn up to school in whatever they wanted which may not give a good 
impression to prospective students. In addition, schools need to have a very strict rule in 
place for those who rebel against the policy to show other students that rule breakers will 
not be tolerated. 
The main advantage of implementing a uniform within schools is that there is no risk of 
discrimination. To further explain, if children were allowed to wear whatever they wanted 
to school there would be some pupils wearing designer clothes and others wearing 
cheaper brands, which can result in bullying and segregating behaviour. By making 
children adhere to rules around their appearance, it helps to prepare them for 
employment in the future and teaches them the importance of looking presentable. 

In conclusion, it is very fair for a school to adhere to a strict uniform policy as it ensures 
that there is no bullying based on who can afford certain types of clothing and means 
that everyone is equal. It also teaches children about what to expect in regard to looking 
presentable in their future workplaces. 
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Transport 

Question 11 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Everybody has the right to use public transport systems. If they cannot afford it, 
they should be able to use it for free. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?  

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The common saying “nothing in life is free” is true when it comes to having access to 
public transport such as buses and trains. Having said this, I also see the benefits of 
providing transport services for free to those in need, and this essay will consider both 
opinions. 

To rationalise giving free access to public transport, it could be suggested that 
governments should make provisions for pensioners and students to use it for free. They 
should provide special transport cards, with specific allocation for travel to certain 
destinations. For the elderly, the cost can be recovered from the income tax they have 
paid into the system throughout their working lives with a portion of their pension 
allocated for travel expenses. For students, the government should allocate some of the 
education funding to ensure all children can get to school and work experience. 

On the other hand, it is not fair on everyone else that people earning low incomes should 
be given access to completely free transport, especially as the taxes paid by higher 
earners are likely to be funding it. There are other options available to those who cannot 
afford public transport such as walking or cycling, and sometimes it does more harm 
than good to offer hand outs when the going gets tough as people come to expect it 
rather than see it as a temporary solution.     

To conclude, everyone should be able to access public transport regardless of their 
financial situation and the government should make provisions for this, however this 
scheme should be carefully thought through to ensure people don't take advantage of 
the system. 
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Question 12 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Transport companies are able to cut the cost of using the service because 
human jobs are being taken over by automated machines, such as ticketing. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of using machines to cut the cost 
of providing the transport service? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

More aspects of public transport, such as ticket issuing, are being controlled by 
machines nowadays rather than people which is more cost effective to the companies. 
There are positives and negatives of this concept, which will be discussed in this essay. 

Machines can be advantageous for cutting costs of transport services because it 
eradicates the need to pay a human to do the same job. A prime example of this would 
be issuing tickets at a train station because there are now machines at most stations for 
you to purchase the ticket or you can buy them online. Machines also allow for 
everything to become digital so it reduces the costs of printing tickets and timetables for 
the company, and this cost reduction is often passed on to the customer through 
discounted tickets. 

There are also negative aspects of using machines, with the main one being loss of jobs 
for people whose jobs can now be replaced by machinery such as the ticket officer. With 
technology there is always the risk of malfunction, and this can be costly to the company, 
not only by means of repairs but also because they lose business while the machine is 
not running. In order to ensure there is a back up plan in case of a breakdown of the 
machine, the company would likely need to employ a human anyway so this may not 
necessarily cut the cost. 

To summarise, machines can replace the need to pay a human for the same job and save 
money by making tickets and timetables digital, however the loss of jobs is a huge 
disadvantage of this along with the costs involved when the machine breaks down. 
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Question 13 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people say public transport is more affordable than ever before, while 
others argue that personal transport (cars, motorbikes) are more economical. 

Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

A number of citizens believe that using public transport such as buses and trains is 
cheaper nowadays, whereas some think that using their own transport such as cars is 
more cost-effective. In my opinion, both statements are correct as it depends on your 
situation and how far and often you travel, but this essay will consider both sides. 

In regard to the former statement, the cost of public transport has improved over the 
years, with options to purchase discounted passes for weekly or monthly travel. Many 
people opt to use public transport rather than their own cars to commute to work in 
larger cities because buses and trains often avoid traffic congestion so it is much more 
time efficient. In addition, parking in cities can be very expensive so people are often 
better off using public transport rather than paying to park their car. 

On the other hand, personal transport such as cars and motorcycles can be more cost 
effective than public transport if you need to travel long distances. If you are commuting 
quite far to work each day the cost of train or bus fares can be expensive and you may 
incur additional charges if you need to park your car at the train station. As a result, the 
cost of maintaining a car along with the cost of fuel can sometimes be more economical 
than using public transport. 

To summarise, public transport can be cheap if you can take advantage of weekly or 
monthly passes and do not go a great distance. However, if you are travelling further 
afield public transport can be costly and therefore the cost of maintaining and running 
your own vehicle can often be more cost-effective. 
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Question 14 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


The increased number of cars in cities is causing more pollution, congestion and 
illness than ever before. 

What problems are associated with this? Discuss some solutions. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

There are more vehicles driving around our cities than ever before and this is creating 
health, environment and overcrowding issues. This essay will outline what these issues 
are and consider some of the ways they can be resolved. 

Firstly, emissions from the increasing amount of traffic in cities is polluting the air which is 
having a negative impact on the environment and contributing to global warming. This air 
pollution is then having an effect on the health of people who are exposed to it, which in 
turn is causing them to suffer from illnesses more frequently and feel less inclined to stay 
in cities for long periods of time. The volume of traffic in cities, particularly at peak times, 
is off-putting for commuters and visitors and this can have an impact on the number of 
people spending money in cities. 

In order to resolve these issues, the government should introduce incentives to reduce 
the number of cars driving around cities, such as car sharing schemes and significant 
discounts on public transport. Additionally, cities could impose congestion charges, like 
in London, meaning that people who wish to enter particularly busy parts of a city would 
be required to pay a fee in order to do so. Another way to reduce the number of vehicles 
would be to increase the cost of parking in city centres to encourage people to use 
public transport. 

To conclude, the increased number of vehicles in cities is having an impact on air 
pollution, people's health and traffic levels, which is putting people off visiting the areas. 
To resolve this, the government should introduce ways of reducing traffic such as 
congestion charges and more public transport. 
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Question 15 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


One way to reduce car congestion in cities is to make them more bike-friendly. 

How would this lower congestion? What else could be done to reduce car 
congestion in cities? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

In order to cut down the amount of traffic within cities, it would be beneficial to consider 
factors that would make cycling safer and easier. This essay will explore how this would 
help ease congestion and other ideas that may help further. 

Firstly, an increase in dedicated cycle lanes within cities would be beneficial because it 
helps to minimise the risk of accidents involving cyclists and other traffic. Cycle lanes 
would also make cyclists feel safer when travelling, which would encourage more people 
to use this mode of transport rather than cars. When cyclists are travelling on normal 
roads at peak times, it can often be difficult for vehicles to overtake them safely, which 
can cause a build up of traffic congestion, thus giving them their own lanes would 
eliminate this issue. 

To further help ease traffic congestion within cities, it is vital to make public transport 
more cost-effective than using personal vehicles. This would encourage people to leave 
their cars at home and use buses and trains instead, which would in turn ease the 
volume of traffic going into cities, particularly at peak times. Another solution would be to 
introduce congestion charges in cities to discourage people from driving around the 
busiest areas and make public transport the cheaper option. 

In conclusion, making cities more bike-friendly would reduce traffic congestion by 
segregating cyclists from normal traffic and therefore making them feel that cycling is a 
safe way to commute. Other ideas for reducing traffic would be to improve public 
transport and introduce congestion charges. 
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Health 

Question 16 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people say parents are solely to blame for their child's obesity. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Parents are often held entirely responsible for their children being obese. I can see 
reasons for both sides of the argument but I believe that there are other factors that 
contribute to childhood obesity. This essay will explore my reasons for both agreeing and 
disagreeing with the statement. 

In agreement, parents are not educating their children from a young age about the 
importance of having a healthy lifestyle, including diet and exercise. It is a parent's 
responsibility to provide their children with healthy meals and snacks, and to limit their 
intake of bad foods such as crisps and fizzy drinks. Additionally, parents should set a 
good example and practice what they preach by eating healthily and partaking in an 
active lifestyle, which is often not the case with so many quick dinner options such as 
frozen food and takeaways. 

On the contrary, I think the media has a huge effect on childhood obesity with adverts on 
the television, on billboards and more recently on social media for older children. 
Children are exposed to images of unhealthy foods and it is only natural for them to crave 
them. The increasing popularity of video games and the use of social media is also a 
contributing factor because children no longer need to go outside in order to socialise 
with their friends. 

To summarise, parents are partly to blame for childhood obesity as they quite often do 
not do enough to educate their children about the importance of a healthy lifestyle. 
However, I believe that the media along with children spending more time on computers 
rather than outside is also to blame. 
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Question 17 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


In the UK, free healthcare is available to everybody, regardless of status or 
earnings. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of free healthcare for everybody? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The United Kingdom does not discriminate against anyone regardless of their class or 
financial position, providing healthcare at no cost to its citizens and making it an ideal 
welfare state. This essay will explore the pros and cons of the provision of cost-free 
healthcare for citizens and the government itself. 
  
Looking at the brighter side of the picture, free healthcare ensures a good and productive 
life for all citizens. Regardless of social status and wealth, people can enjoy the peace of 
mind that they will receive good care in case of any medical emergency. This scheme 
benefits everyone but is particularly great for those with less disposable income such as 
the elderly, single parents and those who are unemployed. People with minimum 
earnings cannot even imagine paying their medical bills and would suffer if free 
healthcare was not provided by the government.  

On the other hand, the UK's NHS is a world-renowned organisation, highly regarded for 
its professional team of doctors and its well-equipped hospitals. Such facilities and 
services are extremely expensive and requires the government to allocate a huge amount 
of annual budget to pay for it. To keep it running smoothly the government must tax its 
people, which can sometimes be a controversial subject as people often do not agree 
with paying for other people’s medical expenses. Some higher earners would rather pay 
fewer taxes and pay for the medical services on a 'pay as you use' basis. 

In conclusion, the provision of free, universal healthcare to the citizens of the UK is 
largely accepted as being advantageous by its beneficiaries. However, there are concerns 
amongst some of the population because of the huge tax burden it creates for workers 
and a disproportion in the people who actually use the service.  
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Question 18 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people believe it should be the sole responsibility of schools and teachers 
to educate children about healthy eating, whereas others believe it is a joint 
effort involving parents, teachers and governments. 

Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

There are mixed opinions about who should take responsibility for providing education to 
children regarding a balanced diet and healthy lifestyle. Some think it should purely be 
the duty of schools but others think it should be shared between parents, schools and 
the government. This essay will explore both opinions, however I believe it should be a 
team effort. 

Foremost, children go to school to be educated and this education should extend to how 
to deal with every day situations rather than just academic subjects. As a result, it should 
be part of the school curriculum for teachers to spend time educating their students 
about the importance of healthy eating. Likewise, teachers spend a lot of time with their 
students and therefore have a huge influence on them, so it is a perfect opportunity to 
highlight the importance of a healthy diet. 

However, teaching children about healthy eating at school is not enough if they then go 
home or go out to eat and are only presented with unhealthy food options. Therefore, 
parents and governments should also take responsibility to ensure they continue the 
education outside of the classroom, with parents ensuring they provide healthy meals at 
home and the government focusing on introducing healthy eating programmes within 
communities and limiting advertising for bad foods. 

In conclusion, a school environment is the perfect place to start with educating children 
about healthy eating, but parents and the government also need to take responsibility to 
ensure children are supported outside of school and take steps to encourage healthy 
lifestyles. 
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Question 19 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Nowadays, people are living longer because of better healthcare and 
medications. This is putting pressure on hospitals and medical staff who 
manage their care. 

What are some problems with a longer life expectancy? Discuss some possible 
solutions. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

People are surviving to a much later age due to advances and improvements in medicine. 
As a result of our ageing population, there is now increased stress on hospitals and 
health professionals which is causing issues. This essay will discuss the issues of people 
living longer and some of the resolutions. 

One of the main problems of living longer is that older people often suffer from more 
health concerns in later life and therefore require more care from health professionals. 
This is putting a strain on healthcare funding and the government is being forced to 
allocate more money to aged care, which has an effect on other areas of the system. An 
ageing population also means that hospitals and doctors surgeries are busier than ever 
before, so there is a need to employ more staff and waiting times are increasing, which is 
not ideal. 

In order to resolve some of these issues, the countries who currently provide free 
healthcare, such as the United Kingdom, could introduce a compulsory health insurance 
scheme, meaning more funds would go in to the health system to alleviate some of the 
financial pressure. Another solution may be for the government to increase provisions of 
financial support to medical students and training, such as bursaries, so there is less 
financial burden, and therefore a greater number of students willing to study medicine. 

In conclusion, longer life expectancies are having a negative impact on the health system 
in the shape of finances and resources. In order to alleviate these issues, the government 
should consider introducing a compulsory healthcare scheme and also provide better 
financial support to those considering joining the healthcare profession. 
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Question 20 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


There is a growing trend of people declining vaccinations to common diseases 
in children. 

Why do you think more people are against vaccinations? What are some 
implications of not vaccinating children? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The number of parents who refuse to vaccinate their children against certain illnesses is 
increasing. This essay will consider the reasons behind people being against vaccinating 
their offspring and discuss the consequences of this. 

Nowadays, there is a lot more coverage by the media and on social networking sites 
about the effects of vaccinations, most of which is sensationalised and skewed to be 
negative. People are heavily influenced by the media, leading them to believe what they 
read and then spread the news amongst friends, causing a snowball effect. Some people 
also consider their own childhoods and take the stance that they survived without being 
vaccinated, but diseases have developed further in recent years and now carry more 
risks. 

If children are not vaccinated against illnesses, this can cause many issues. Firstly, more 
children will suffer from these diseases and, rather than avoiding them by getting 
vaccinated, the infectious agents can mutate, become more infectious and cause more 
serious illness. Hence, more research would have to be completed to find a cure. This 
can prove costly and would use up valuable funding and resources which could 
otherwise be used to find cures for other diseases such as cancer. In addition to this, 
without vaccinations, children are much more susceptible to catching diseases so if one 
child is infected they are highly likely to pass this on to other children and cause an 
epidemic. 

To conclude, the media has a huge impact on people's reasonings for believing that not 
vaccinating their children is safer along with their own experiences as youths. However, 
this can lead to illnesses developing further than necessary and causing epidemics, 
putting children at much higher risk. 
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Government 

Question 21 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Governments should be solely responsible for the wellbeing of a population. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? Include any 
examples of your own experiences where necessary. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The welfare of a country, state or community should be looked after by the government 
alone. On one hand, I think the government should take some responsibility, but on the 
other hand I feel that everyone should play a part in ensuring people are cared and 
provided for. 

In agreement, I think the government should make allowances and allocate enough 
funding to ensure that the wellbeing of a population is a high priority. For example, the 
government should provide assistance to those who are unemployed or struggling to 
keep a roof over their heads and feed their children. They should also ensure they listen 
to working class people as well by ensuring their taxes are used for worthy reasons, 
which in turn will contribute to a happier wellbeing overall within the community. 

In contrast, individuals are also responsible for their own wellbeing as well as others 
around them. People should ensure they are happy within themselves and make the 
effort to help other people in any way they can.  This could be in the form of volunteering 
their time to charities or donating money, food or clothing to those less fortune than 
themselves. This gives people a sense of community and makes for a much happier 
place to live. 

To summarise, the government is responsible for the wellbeing of a community or 
population to an extent and should make provisions to ensure everyone is secure and 
happy, but the people should also take steps to improve welfare by helping wherever 
they can. 
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Question 22 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Most Western countries have a democratic government system. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of democracy for a nation? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

There are many positives to having a democratic government like many developed 
countries, although democracy also has its negatives. This essay will discuss good and 
bad points to consider both sides of the argument. 

One advantage of democracy is that people are given the chance to become involved 
with their government and voice their opinion. People have the right to vote for whoever 
they feel is the best candidate and they quite often also have the option to not vote at all, 
although in some countries, such as Australia, this is not an option. Another positive side 
of a democratic government is that it promotes equality as everyone is equal in the eyes 
of the law and there is not allowed to be any discrimination. 

On the other hand, democracy cannot be effective if voters do not educate themselves 
before they make decisions. There is no requirement to research the options before 
casting a vote so people may just tick a box to say they have voted without considering 
the consequences. A democratic government is also very costly due to the time and 
resources needed to conduct an election as well as creating laws. The government is 
also at risk of being run by irresponsible leaders who will not use public funds for the 
reasons they were intended. 

In conclusion, there are benefits and negatives of a democratic government system. It 
can be advantageous because it gives people the chance to have their say and feel 
involved in decisions. However, it is very costly and can lead to votes being made out of 
necessity rather than education, leading to suboptimal outcomes. 
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Question 23 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people believe governments should limit net immigration each year, 
whereas others argue that immigration should be limitless. 

Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The issue of immigration is met with mixed opinions, with some citizens wanting the 
government to put a cap on the number of immigrants it allows into the country each 
year, while others are happy with allowing as many in as possible. 

By limiting the number of immigrants allowed to enter a country, it avoids the problem of 
overcrowding, which in turn ensures there is not a shortage of houses, jobs and school 
places for citizens. A country can only develop so fast and the number of immigrants 
allowed into the country should reflect this, with the government providing a quota based 
on the nation's ability to provide for these people. 

On the other hand, immigrants often come into a country and take on jobs that most 
people do not want to do such as cleaning and hard labour. This fills positions that would 
otherwise be left unattended and can therefore contribute to the effectiveness of a 
workforce. If the government were to limit the number of immigrants per year, this could 
put them off applying to move to the country. Similarly, some countries only allowed 
those who have a skill they have a shortage of into their country, so limiting how many of 
these valuable people they allow in per year could have an effect on services such as 
hospitals and schools. 

To sum up, the main issue with allowing too many immigrants into a country per year is 
overcrowding and the inability to provide for these newcomers, taking away jobs and 
houses from citizens. However, immigrants often bring great skills to a country and are 
willing to take on any job so limiting immigrants could put them off applying to come at 
all. 
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Question 24 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some media companies are bias towards a particular political party and may 
show them in a more positive way than other media companies. 

What are some problems with the media favouring certain political parties over 
others? Can you think of any solutions to these problems? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Certain political parties are often supported by particular media companies and therefore 
their coverage of that party will be more prevalent and more positive than coverage by 
other media companies. This essay will explore the issues of the media being bias 
towards certain parties and the possible solutions to these issues. 

A major issue of a media company producing coverage skewed in favour of one political 
party is that people are not given access to true information. The details will often be 
positively exaggerated in their favour and they will usually not even report on other 
parties unless it is to show them in a negative light. This gives people a false sense of 
what a particular party would do for them and influence them to perhaps make the wrong 
decision. As a result, a party could get into power based on the influence of the media 
company rather than the party's actual manifesto. 

In order to resolve this issue, the government should introduce a law which protects 
people from being exposed to content created by a media company which is only one 
sided. This law could include a media company being made to state their political stance 
and note that certain articles or information is their opinion rather than fact. They should 
also have to give an unbiased opinion on the other parties they are discussing to allow 
people to hear both sides of the story. 

In summary, the media favouring a particular political party can have a serious impact on 
people's opinions of the parties and can affect who gets into power and therefore how 
the country is run. Thus, it would be beneficial to introduce laws to protect people from 
this kind of bias and allow them to be given impartial information. 
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Question 25 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


In Australia, it is a legal necessity to vote in an election. 

What are the implications of the legal requirement to vote? What impact may 
this have on elections? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Democracy can only flourish when people exercise their right of determination and select 
the right people to run their country. In Australia, as in many other countries, voting is a 
compulsory duty of its citizens in order to choose the government. In Australia, failure to 
vote in a federal election without a valid reason is an offence by law and a person can be 
fined as a result. 

There are both positive and negative impacts of making voting compulsory with the main 
advantage being that everyone has been given a fair opportunity to voice their opinion on 
who they would like to be in power so it eliminates the common issue of people who 
have not voted expressing dissatisfaction about the outcome. On the other hand, forcing 
people to vote can often result in people making uneducated votes or defacing their 
ballot paper in protest. This can skew the true outcome and can result in the wrong party 
gaining power. 

By making it compulsory to vote, there will be a significantly higher number of voters and 
therefore the results will be a much more honest representation of the country's opinion. 
On the other hand, it will also make polling stations much busier and therefore will require 
a larger number of venues and volunteer staff which will be costly to the government. 

Thus, it can be concluded that when there is a proper system of involving people in the 
election process there are overall benefits to the country and its people. Resultantly, the 
overall election process is conducted in a fair manner, although this can prove very costly 
to the taxpayers. 
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Culture 

Question 26 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Visiting other countries is the best way to learn about their culture. 

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain your reasons. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

In order to learn about different cultures, I think it is important to visit various countries 
and experience their way of life first hand. This essay will explain my reasons for agreeing 
with the above statement. 

In my opinion, it is difficult to learn about different cultures without visiting other 
countries and immersing yourself in their ways because you are relying on books, the 
media and teachers who may not have experience of what they are teaching. The ideas 
coming from sources such as books or the internet may be inaccurate or even biased so 
this will not be a true reflection of the actual culture. For example, if you are reading a 
holiday brochure about India, the information and pictures are only going to show the 
cultures that the company believe will appeal to people and make them want to holiday 
there. 

Secondly, when you visit other countries you have the chance to partake in activities that 
the natives consider as part of their culture and this gives you a real sense of the reality of 
their culture and lifestyle. It is possible to take part in a cooking class to make traditional 
food or visit places of worship to learn about their beliefs and religious festivals. Seeing 
these things first hand really makes you appreciate other cultures, whereas you do not 
feel the same kind of connection when watching TV programmes or reading magazine 
articles. 

In conclusion, it is important to visit other countries in order to get a realistic picture of 
their culture and experience their traditions, compared to reading about them or 
watching programmes on television which could portray a skewed image. 
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Question 27 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Communities of similar cultures tend to settle in specific areas of cities. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in a small community with 
people of the same culture? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Birds of a feather flock together and there are many benefits and a few drawbacks of this 
trend. Communities do not develop overnight, but people do settle down in places near 
others of the same background in an attempt to enhance their culture and tradition. This 
essay will consider the positives and negatives of people integrating only with their own 
culture. 

Religion is a binding force for many cultures and people of many religions prefer to reside 
near their places of worships. This develops a sense of bonding which assists in the 
growth of their specific cultures. Some communities also have preferences of business, 
so they gravitate around areas of the city that can provide them the best opportunities to 
practice their trades. Lastly, it is common to see immigrants huddling together in similar 
areas of their new homelands helping them to cling on to their traditions and keeping 
them alive. 
  
When everyone knows each other in a small community it provides a sense of security 
and social cohesiveness. This can often be seen as one of the biggest drawbacks of 
living in a small community because there is often no privacy and everyone knows each 
others business, which can sometimes have a negative impact on relationships between 
members of the group. The trend of single-family units and moving abroad is the result of 
the need to break free from close knit community areas. 

To summarise, living in a close knit community with others of a similar cultural 
background can be beneficial because it allows people to feel more at home and keep 
their traditions alive. On the contrary, this can also have negative implications because 
there is little privacy and relationships can often become strained as a result. 
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Question 28 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people believe that learning the local language is the most important 
thing you can do when you move to another country. Other people argue that it 
is not necessary to learn the language. 

Write about both of these views and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

In my opinion I would consider it to be vital for you to learn the native language when you 
decide to emigrate to a foreign country, however some people do not believe this to be a 
necessity. This essay will explore each side of the argument, giving reasons for both 
opinions. 

I believe it is essential to learn the language spoken in the country you have opted to 
move to as the benefits far outweigh the negatives. Firstly, if you are emigrating for work 
purposes you may struggle to communicate with colleagues and customers if you are 
unable to speak their language. This is also applicable to every day activities such as 
going shopping or dining out. It should not be expected that a person in their own 
country should have to learn your language in order to communicate with you. 

On the contrary, the majority of countries are very geared up for tourism and therefore it 
is not always necessary to speak the native language in order to communicate and get by 
day to day. For example, English is a very commonly spoken language in a large number 
of countries, so if someone from Britain moved to a mainstream tourism area in Spain it is 
likely most of the people they come across would have a good understand of English, 
and therefore they would not be required to learn the language in order to survive. 

To summarise, I believe it is crucial to learn the language of a country you are moving to 
in order to fully embrace their culture and lifestyle. However, I also think that many 
countries make themselves appealing to tourists by being multilingual so it is likely you 
would be able to get by without learning their language. 
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Question 29 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some cultures may be discriminated against more than others in certain 
countries. 

What are the problems with discrimination and what are some solutions? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.


 www.ielts-excellence.com 147

http://www.ielts-excellence.com


The Ultimate Practice Question Workbook: General Edition                                                                              

Model answer 

There is often discrimination against particular cultures in certain countries, with some 
cultures more prone to it than others. This essay will discuss the issues that arise due to 
discriminatory behaviour and some suggestions on how to resolve these issues. 

People who experience discrimination can suffer from serious mental health problems 
such as anxiety, depression and stress, which can have a huge impact on their every day 
lives. It can make people feel isolated and therefore they may find it difficult to find work, 
build relationships and socialise. Discrimination can quickly grow from a small minority to 
a whole community or country through sensationalism from the media focusing on the 
culture and background of a criminal.  

In order to address the problems that arise with discrimination, the most important step 
to take would be education and awareness. People may exclude certain cultures or 
groups without even realising they are doing it, which in turn then makes it appear like it 
is the norm. In regard to how the media report crimes committed by someone who is 
part of a certain culture, their religion or colour should not even be mentioned as they are 
talking about an individual rather than a whole group. This would stop giving people the 
false impression that the culture is troublesome rather than the person responsible for the 
crime. 

To conclude, discrimination can affect mental health and can be spread by the media 
focusing on the culture rather than the individual when reporting crimes. In order to 
resolve these issues we need to educate people and raise awareness, as well as stopping 
the media from portraying certain cultures in a negative light. 
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Question 30 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people do not respect the cultures of other countries when visiting on 
holiday. 

Why do you think this may be? What impact does this have on tourism in those 
places? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

When tourists go on trips abroad they often disrespect the cultures of the countries they 
are holidaying in. This essay will explore the reasons for this and the effect it has on 
tourism within these countries. 

Firstly, when people go on holiday they often lose their inhibitions and do things they 
would not usually do in their own country. This often extends to the way they treat the 
country and its citizens. People often think that because they have paid to go on holiday 
to another country that the country should cater to their every need. For example, in 
Dubai it is illegal to drink alcohol in the street or in public spaces but tourists often ignore 
this law because they feel it is their right to enjoy their holiday by doing whatever they 
like. In addition, people often disrespect religious rules in other countries such as 
covering your shoulders when visiting temples, which probably stems from a lack of 
education on the part of the tourist. 

The disrespectful actions of holiday makers has a huge impact on tourism as, rightfully 
so, the country in question often retaliates to the bad behaviour. This is then reported in 
the media in a negative way and often puts people off visiting the country, which impacts 
the livelihoods of citizens who rely on tourism to survive. Permanent residents of tourism 
countries also begin to resent people visiting as they form negative opinions on entire 
nations based on the actions of a small minority of troublemakers. 

In conclusion, ignorance and lack of education are the main reasons why some people 
disrespect a country's cultures when they visit, and this can have a detrimental effect on 
tourism and the native's opinions of holiday makers. 
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Technology 
Question 31 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


People are beginning to believe we are relying on technology too much in this 
modern era. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

In some people's opinion, the use of technology is becoming relied upon too much 
nowadays. I believe technology is making many aspects of life easier so our reliance on it 
has increased, but counting on technology too much can have a negative impact. 

One of the main issues with relying on technology arises when it breaks down or does 
not work as it should. For example, an automated ticket machine may malfunction 
leaving people unable to collect their tickets. When this happens, there is unlikely to be a 
ticket officer present because they have been replaced by the machine, so people are left 
unable to collect their tickets. Technology is a great way to assist someone in their job 
but a machine does not have the ability to improvise if there is a problem like a human 
can. 

On the other hand, I also believe that the benefits of  relying on technology far outweigh 
the disadvantages for many reasons. Advances in technology have allowed for machines 
to do human jobs in a fraction of the time, making many businesses more productive and 
therefore more profitable. In a world where everyone is now so busy, technology allows 
people to do most things at any time of the day or night, such as order their groceries, or 
pay bills online or over the telephone via an automated service. Although there can 
sometimes be errors and down time, the positives of this definitely outweigh the 
negatives. 

To summarise, our reliance on technology can often cause problems when machines go 
wrong and there is no human back up available, but overall technology has allowed 
businesses to grow through improved efficiency and also allows people to complete 
tasks after normal hours such as shopping. 
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Question 32 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Machines are replacing humans in many industries. 

What are some advantages and disadvantages of this? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Nowadays, machinery is taking the place of jobs previously carried out by people in a 
number of businesses. This essay will discuss a few of the positives and negatives of this 
development. 

On a positive note, machines are often able to complete the task they were invented for 
in much less time than a human, so it helps to improve efficiency and productivity within 
the workplace. Furthermore, a machine is able to be set in a manner that allows for every 
item it produces to be uniform, which results in the final product being much more 
consistent for the consumer. For example, a machine will fill a doughnut with a specific 
quantity of jam, whereas a human would not be able to replicate this consistency. 

In contrast, there may be one machine that replaces a number of human jobs, thus if the 
machine malfunctions and is not able to perform its intended task the business will lose 
out on money. By employing a number of humans rather than relying on a single 
machine, it means that production will continue even if one person is unable to come to 
work. Another disadvantage of machines replacing humans is the loss of jobs and 
reduction in employment opportunities as this means people are unable to afford to buy 
the products the machines are producing, which has an effect on a company's 
profitability. 

To conclude, machinery in the workplace is great for allowing businesses to be more 
productive and efficient. However, when the machinery breaks down there is often no 
back up option so in this instance human employees are more advantageous as they 
allow production to continue even if one of the workforce are unable to work. 
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Question 33 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


The use of technology is being taught in school more than ever before. Some 
people believe this is a good things, whereas other believe it is detrimental.  

Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Technical advancements have become an integral part of our lives. In order to prepare 
our children to use technology, schools are basing lessons around the subject as part of 
their curriculum. This concept is welcomed by some as a positive step, including myself, 
while others feel it is not a necessary part of education. 

People who have the responsibility of preparing children for the real world consider this 
as an appropriate measure by the schools. They believe that, as children would 
eventually be using technology in their daily lives, it is essential to familiarise them with its 
functions. It is hoped that by being equipped with the use of technology, these children 
will design and create more efficient technical devices in the future. Thus, learning 
computer science or electronics are beneficial skills to learn at school level. 

On the flip side, children are addicted to gadgets at home so people often question 
whether school should be a time when they can be free of this distraction and focus on 
academic subjects such as English and Maths. Parents also want their children to be 
active and play sports or get involved in traditional activities instead of becoming too 
attached to gadgets. If technology is a subject a child is really passionate about, they can 
pursue this through university or employment.  

Both of these arguments seem valid when we consider the points discussed, but in my 
opinion school children should learn about and use technology as it will help to prepare 
them for the future, although it is important to have the right balance and ensure children 
are also engaging in other subjects. 
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Question 34 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Computers are used in most industries for very important tasks, including 
healthcare, defence and education. 

What are some problems with this reliance on computers? Discuss some 
possible solutions. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Nowadays, the use of computing devices is relied upon heavily for crucial jobs in most 
businesses, including the health sector, schools and government. This dependency can 
cause problems for companies and these issues, along with some ways to resolve them, 
will be discussed in this essay. 

When a large business relies solely on computers for completing vital tasks, the whole 
company can come to a standstill if the computer system malfunctions. This can result in 
people being unable to do any work at all, which will cost the company money and waste 
valuable time. Another problem can be the security aspect of everything being on 
computers rather than in paper form. Nowadays, hacking and cyber crime are common 
and the perpetrators are able to commit these crimes without being traced, making 
computers and networks easier targets than physically breaking into a business and 
stealing data. 

In order to resolve the above issues, businesses need to ensure they have a paper-based 
back-up plan in case their computer system fails. This would enable employees to 
continue working even if they are not able to access the computer network and ensure 
that productivity and efficiency was not impacted. To address the problem of security, 
businesses must ensure the protection on their systems is up to date and working 
correctly. They also need to familiarise themselves with different types of cyber crime and 
educate their employees to reduce the risk of an attack. 

In summary, businesses relying on computers can come across many issues including 
not being able to work if the system stops working and being at risk of cyber crime. 
However, having a back-up plan for when outages occur and keeping up to date with 
security will help to overcome these problems. 
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Question 35 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


It is said that driverless cars will soon be normal. 

Can you think of any problems with driverless cars? What impact will this have 
on travel? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

According to some people, it will soon be natural for cars to be able to drive themselves. 
This new development in technology may present some issues and will have an overall 
effect on travel. 

Firstly, as with all technology, there is a risk of a driverless car malfunctioning and causing 
serious harm to other drivers or pedestrians. If the car does not have someone behind 
the wheel who is able to take over in case of an error, it can be very dangerous and 
potentially have catastrophic consequences to other road users. Another issue with 
driverless cars is the impact they would have on people who drive for a living, such as 
taxi, bus and delivery drivers. Although the car itself would cost a lot at the outset, the 
company would save money by not having to employ a driver, resulting in job losses and 
a higher rate of unemployment. 

Driverless cars will have a calming effect on travel because there will be less road rage 
from angry drivers, which will make the roads a safer place to be. It will also give more 
freedom to people who cannot drive as a result of health reasons as a driverless car 
would allow them to be more independent without having to spend money on taxis and 
buses. This concept extends to nervous drivers or those who have never learnt to drive 
as it gives them the opportunity to go further afield without having to use public 
transport. 

Overall, driverless cars pose a risk if they were to malfunction and will also replace 
people who drive for a living, however there will be less road rage and people who 
cannot drive will be able to regain their independence by owning a car that does not rely 
on a human to drive it. 
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Family Issues 
Question 36 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Grandparents should look after young children while their parents are working, 
rather than sending them to day care. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? Give reasons for 
your answer. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Some people believe that youngsters should be cared for by their grandparents rather 
than a childcare centre to allow their mother and father to go to work. The inclusion of 
grandparents in the upbringing of a child is important, but I do not believe they should 
feel obliged to be their primary carer. 

Foremost, people are having children earlier so it is likely that grandparents will still be 
working themselves when their grandchildren are at an age where they require full time 
care. It would not be fair to expect grandparents to give up their source of income in 
order to allow the child's parents to go to work unless they were providing them with a 
wage. In addition, it is important for children to integrate with other kids, so childcare is 
often beneficial to a child's development and they would miss out on this if they did not 
attend day care. 

On the other hand, although children develop well socially by being in a day care 
situation, they are not given one-to-one care like they would be if they were being looked 
after by grandparents. This one-to-one care can often result in a child developing at a 
faster pace academically. Furthermore, if the grandparents are retired and in good health, 
there is no reason why they would not want to look after their grandchildren and help 
save their own children money. 

To conclude, I believe that grandparents should only look after their grandchildren if they 
are not still relying on employment themselves for an income. There are positives and 
negatives of a child being looked after by their grandparents but I believe that the option 
of day care is often more beneficial for a child as it helps develop their social skills. 
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Question 37 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


It is more common for step-parents to play a part in a child's life growing up. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages for a step-parent to play a large 
part in a child's upbringing? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

In recent years, it has become a more regular occurrence for step-parents to contribute 
to the upbringing of their partner's children. This essay will discuss the positives and 
negatives of this type of family set up. 

On a positive note, a step-parent can often provide a different style of parenting to the 
mother or father, which can have an effect of a child's behaviour. For example, a child 
could be angry at their parents for breaking up but the injection of a new type of 
parenting could have a calming effect and improve the child's attitude. Moreover, a step-
parent has the advantage of becoming a friend rather than a parent as they are unlikely to 
take on an authoritative role, therefore the child is more likely to trust and respect them, 
which will lead to them having a great relationship. 

On the contrary, the last point about the step-parent not feeling like they have the right to 
be authoritative can have a negative impact on the relationship as the child may get away 
with a lot more than they would with their biological parent, which may actually have a 
detrimental effect on their behaviour. Additionally, the child may feel resentment towards 
the step-parent if they feel as though they are trying to replace their absent parent. This 
may lead to behavioural issues as well as a strained relationship between the step-parent 
and child. 

In conclusion, step-parents can have a positive impact on the upbringing of a child 
because they can inject a fresh approach to parenting and play a less authoritative role. 
Nonetheless, children can often resent step-parents and this can lead to issues with the 
relationship. 
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Question 38 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


A growing number of people believe it is more important to have a good career 
before having children. Others think having children when young takes priority 
over their career. 

Discuss both these views and give your opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Some citizens think that achieving your career goals takes priority over starting a family, 
whereas others think that having a baby at an early age takes precedence over job 
satisfaction. I believe you should build a strong career before considering having children 
to ensure you are able to provide for your offspring, but this essay will explore both 
opinions. 

To address the first view, it is of high importance to build a stable life before considering 
bringing another human into the world. To elaborate, having a child is very costly and it is 
vital that parents are financially stable in order to be able to provide for their new 
addition, which comes from them being successful in their career. Furthermore, if a 
person has a child before they have achieved their career goals they may feel a sense of 
resentment towards their child and struggle to bond with them. 

Regarding the second opinion, prioritising starting a family over their career means they 
will be younger and this can often make parenting easier to cope with as older parents 
tend to struggle to adapt to the change in their routine. Additionally, if people get carried 
away striving for their dream career, they may leave it too late to be able to have children 
especially if they find out they have health problems and will struggle to conceive. 

To sum up, it is important to ensure you have a stable life before bringing a child into the 
world, and this is usually achieved through succeeding in a great career. However, if 
people leave it too late to start a family they may struggle to conceive and might find 
parenting harder as they will be older. 
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Question 39 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


People are having children later in life. 

What are the problems associated with this and what are some possible 
solutions? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Nowadays, an increasing number of citizens are choosing to wait longer before starting a 
family. This essay will consider the consequences of this decision and suggest some 
ways to resolve them. 

First of all, research suggests that the younger you are, the more likely you are to 
conceive, therefore people who are waiting until later in life to have children often find it 
harder to get pregnant and suffer more complications than younger parents. The child 
can also be negatively affected by having older parents because they are less likely to be 
able to join in with energetic activities like running around the park. Furthermore, if a 
person has a child when they are 50 years old, that child is very likely to lose its parents 
at a young age, which can have a detrimental impact on the rest of their lives. 

To resolve these problems, the government should educate people about the risks of 
waiting until you are older to have children and the health implications that go alongside 
this. The government should also allocate more funding for research into geriatric 
pregnancies to reduce the risks and complications and make it safer to have children 
later in life. Alternatively, it would be beneficial to have a review of maternity pay and 
child care costs as a lot of people do not have children early on in life as they simply 
cannot afford it. 

To conclude, waiting until later in life to start a family can be detrimental to one's health 
as well as to the child. In order to resolve these issues, the government needs to raise 
awareness of the risks involved with having children later in life and consider the reasons 
why people are waiting so long. 
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Question 40 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Less people are getting married these days than they did 20 years ago. 

What do you think the reasons for this are? Do you think having unmarried 
parents has an impact on a child's upbringing? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

In the last 20 years, records show that the number of couples choosing to commit 
through marriage has drastically reduced. This essay will explore the possible reasons for 
this and explain why I do not believe it has an effect on how a child is brought up. 

In the olden days, it was traditional for couples to get married, move in together and then 
have children, whereas nowadays people tend to move in together and have a child 
before thinking about marriage, which often ends up being low on the priority list. There 
is also a lot of pressure on people to host an incredible wedding, and this can be very 
costly, which puts people off getting married as they don't want to get into debt. 

I do not believe that children are impacted directly by their parents not being married. 
The most important factors in giving a child a great upbringing are providing a happy, 
safe and secure household and a marriage certificate is not going to guarantee these 
qualities. Some people believe that marriage identifies them as a family unit and makes 
them stronger, but divorces are at an all time high so clearly this is not an accurate way of 
thinking. 

In conclusion, marriage is not as popular nowadays because people have moved away 
from the traditional approach to life and have more important priorities so are unable to 
afford a wedding. As long as a child feels safe and loved, having parents who are 
unmarried rather than married will not have a detrimental effect on them.  
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Globalisation 

Question 41 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


As technology progresses, more and more businesses are becoming online 
stores only.  

What are the advantages and disadvantages of more online businesses? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Online shops are becoming increasingly popular with businesses as a result of 
technological advances and, as a result, many stores are disappearing from the high 
street. This essay will explore the positives and negatives of companies being purely 
internet based. 

An advantage of a business trading from an online shop only is the reduction in costs for 
both the business and the consumer. The company will no longer have to pay for a 
premises and therefore has the ability to pass this saving on to the customer by way of 
cheaper products. Another positive of online businesses is that the product is accessible 
to a larger audience, unlike a high street store, and the customer is able to shop at a 
convenient time for them, meaning an increase in sales and profit for the business. 

On the contrary, an online business usually requires fewer staff members as the company 
often outsources most of the work. This has an impact on employment opportunities and 
therefore has a knock on effect on the economy. Another down side to online only stores 
is the ability to look at or try on the product before purchasing. This can be off-putting to 
a lot of people as online products don't always look like the image online, and also it is 
more difficult to send the product back for a refund than just returning it to the shop. 

To summarise, online only stores are beneficial to the business owner as they are more 
cost-effective and reach a wider audience, but it can have an impact on employment 
levels and is not suited to all consumers due to the inability to see or try on a product 
before purchasing. 
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Question 42 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Businesses are becoming bigger and more powerful, delivering goods at lower 
prices to consumers. This is leaving some smaller businesses unable to compete 
and therefore closing down. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of larger businesses for 
customers? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The business world is changing, with larger companies expanding at a rate that means 
they are able to provide products at discounted cost to customers, usually at the 
expense of smaller businesses. There are many pros and cons for customers of bigger 
companies and these will be discussed in this essay. 

On a positive note, bigger businesses have the funding and resources to allow them to 
grow at an unprecedented rate. This is great for consumers because larger companies 
are able to bulk buy at a discounted price, which they then pass on to their customers. In 
addition, larger businesses often have a country or world wide brand recognition, 
meaning more consistency in their product or service. For example, McDonald's is a 
worldwide company with restaurants in most countries, so when you see their brand you 
know what to expect from then even if you are thousands of miles away from home. 

On the other hand, large businesses are often so complex and busy that the personalised 
customer service you receive from smaller businesses is overlooked and the focus is 
more on profit and sales rather than keeping customers happy. This can have a 
detrimental impact on a customer's experience with the company and they may choose 
to express their dissatisfaction on social media, which can have a damaging effect on the 
brand. Another disadvantage for customers is that larger companies dominate the market 
and give the consumer less choice of where to shop. 

To conclude, large businesses have their advantages for customers such as competitive 
prices and the ability to be a trusted brand, but they also dominate the market and can 
have poor customer service due to their size. 
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Question 43 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people think globalisation is causing the rich to get richer and the poor to 
get poorer. Other people think globalisation is causing everybody to get richer. 

Discuss both of these views and give your own opinion, using examples where 
necessary. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

It is widely believed that globalisation is making rich people wealthier and poor people 
even worse off, although some are of the opinion that globalisation is making the whole 
population better off. I believe the gap between the rich and the poor is growing but this 
essay will look at both opinions. 

Globalisation is definitely making those in a better financial position better off because a 
lot of rich people invest in large companies, and those companies are growing at a fast 
pace which has a positive effect on investments. On the other end of the scale, workers 
are now earning less money and have less job opportunities as big companies are able to 
use cheap labour in foreign countries. As a result of this, there are more people out of 
work and there are far less job opportunities for them to get back into employment. 

Considering the opinion that globalisation is making everyone wealthier, this is true to an 
extent because it has created a link between a lot of countries, allowing us to access 
cheaper food, cars and other resources by means of easier importation. Globalisation 
means that countries often have deals to exchange certain products that are otherwise 
not available or would be too costly in their own country. This ensures the cost to the 
consumer is kept lower and therefore we could loosely say that everyone is richer as a 
result of globalisation.  

In conclusion, globalisation allows for deals to be made between countries to provide 
goods at a cheaper costs which can benefit people. I believe the gap between rich and 
poor is definitely widening as a result of globalisation as there are less jobs and the cost 
of living is increasing. 
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Question 44 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Large corporations are able to shelter huge amounts of money, using legal 
methods, to avoid paying tax.  

What are some problems with legal tax-avoidance methods? Discuss some 
solutions. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

It is common knowledge that big companies use legal techniques in order to hide large 
amounts of money and avoid a huge tax bill. This essay will consider the issues with this 
approach and some ways to resolve them. 

When large businesses use legal ways to avoid paying tax it can have a huge impact on 
the economy because tax is used to inject money back into society and help to improve 
various different aspects of a country, whether it is supporting new small businesses or 
keeping the streets safe and clean. Tax-avoidance can also have a massive effect on the 
reputation of the brand and make people bitter towards them. When a big brand is 
reported in the media as using methods to avoid paying tax it can leave a bad taste in 
people's mouth and make them lose trust in the brand. 

In order to resolve the issue of legal tax-avoidance techniques, the government should 
bring in laws to make these methods illegal. This would ensure that companies have no 
way of legally avoiding paying their tax and will therefore mean more tax money will go 
back into the country to be used for worthy causes. Another solution would be for the 
government to undertake research into the effect tax-avoidance has on customers and 
present the outcome to the company to show them just how damaging their actions are 
to their brand. 

To summarise, legal tax-avoidance techniques are detrimental to a society as well as 
being damaging to a brand when customers find out. To resolve this, the government 
should take steps to make any way of legally avoiding paying tax against the law and 
educate companies on the effect it has on their brand. 

 www.ielts-excellence.com 178

http://www.ielts-excellence.com


The Ultimate Practice Question Workbook: General Edition                                                                              

Question 45 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Some people believe that globalisation has a negative effect on the 
environment. 

What are some of these negative effects? Is there anything that can be done to 
prevent these happening? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

The environment is being detrimentally affected by globalisation according to some 
citizens. This essay will explore a few of the destructive effects and some possible ways 
of preventing them. 

One of the biggest effects of globalisation on the environment is pollution from various 
sources. Firstly, there is more international trade being conducted which has led to an 
increase in the use of planes and boats to transport goods between countries. Industry 
has also increased, meaning there are more bi-products of manufacturing polluting the 
atmosphere. Another impact on the environment is the overexploitation of resources due 
to global demand, which includes deforestation and overfishing. Many countries 
maximise their resources in order to export as much as possible to other countries, but 
they fail to realise that the consequence of this is that the resources will eventually run 
out. 

In order to prevent the above from happening, industries should be made to use 
products that are not harmful and should dispose of their bi-products in an 
environmentally friendly manner. There should also be a limit on the use of resources 
such as trees. In some countries a new tree is planted every time one is cut down and 
this would go a long way in helping the situation, although it is not a quick fix as trees 
take years to mature. 

To conclude, the effects of globalisation on the environment include pollution and 
overexploitation of resources, and the only way to try to avoid these worsening would be 
to have guidelines for industries to dispose of their waste and replace resources when 
they are used. 
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Environment 

Question 46 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


In the past 50 years, research suggests that global warming  has increased as a 
result of human factors. 

To what extent do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

As per research conducted, I strongly believe that the actions of humans have 
contributed to the worsening of global warming in the last half a century. This essay will 
discuss the reasons behind my opinion. 

One of the major contributions of global warming comes from people injecting too much 
carbon into the atmosphere by burning coal, oil or gas. Scientists have proven that we 
are creating more carbon now than ever before, which is contributing to an overall 
increase in temperature. Additionally, humans are cutting down more forests nowadays 
for building resources and to clear space for farm land, which prevents carbon dioxide 
being taken out of the atmosphere, which has a knock on effect on global warming. 

Secondly, humans are using transport more often to go about their everyday lives and 
also to go on holiday. A few decades ago, most households only had one car if they had 
one at all, and the world was a much smaller place, with people able to secure jobs in 
close vicinity to their homes. Nowadays, people tend to have at least two cars per 
household and often commute up to 2 hours per day to get to work. As a result, there are 
more emissions being produced from cars, buses, trains and planes, which drives 
temperature rise. 

In conclusion, I fully agree that humans have played a huge part in speeding up global 
warming due to the increase in burning fossil fuels and people's heavy reliance on cars 
and public transport to travel further afield. 
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Question 47 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


There is a growing demand for organic (pesticide-free) vegetables in 
supermarkets and restaurants. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages to the environment of using 
pesticides? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Nowadays, more people are choosing organic fresh produce when they do their food 
shopping and dine out. The use of pesticides in the process of growing produce has 
both positive and negative effects on the environment and these will be explored in this 
essay. 

On a positive note, pesticides enable farmers to grow crops more economically, reducing 
the amount of native flora that needs to be cut down to make way for additional farm 
land. In addition, they also help to eradicate invasive species of insects that would 
normally have the ability to destroy large amounts of crops, for example caterpillars and 
greenfly. This allows for a flourishing crop to grow without risk of disease and also means 
the soil does not become infected, which could have a detrimental effect on the 
environment. 

On the contrary, pesticides can contaminate soil, water and other vegetation which can 
lead to the destruction of an entire ecosystem. Waterways such as rivers or streams can 
carry these pesticides great distances so the impact is not contained to a small area. 
Pesticides can also kill insects that are vital to the environment such as bees, decreasing 
their population dramatically and resulting in less pollination of crops, therefore altering 
the equilibrium of an ecosystem. 

To summarise, pesticides are beneficial for growing large quantities of crops and 
eradicating the risk of invasive insects destroying them, but they also contaminate soil 
and waterways and kill useful insects such as bees which can impact the environment in 
a negative way. 
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Question 48 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


In some countries, people argue that recycling plastic reduces plastic pollution 
in our oceans. Citizens of other countries believe recycling doesn't stop plastic 
entering our oceans. 

Discuss these views and give your opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

There are differing opinions between certain countries about whether efforts to recycle 
plastic has a positive impact on the amount of pollution within our oceans. I believe that 
recycling does contribute to reducing plastic pollution in the sea, but this essay will 
consider both sides of the argument. 

In agreement, recycling reduces the amount of plastic that ends up in landfill. As the 
rubbish is transported to the landfill site, lightweight items such as plastic bottles and lids 
often end up blowing away and eventually find their way into our oceans through drains 
and rivers. As a result, recycling these items eliminates the risk of them getting into our 
waterways, thus reducing plastic pollution. Recently, the UK has banned micro-beads in 
skin products, which means that millions of tiny plastic beads will no longer be entering 
the oceans, helping to reduce pollution. 

Considering the other side of the argument, we currently only recycle a small amount of 
the plastic we use and therefore a lot of plastic is still making its way into our waterways. 
In addition, it has been suggested previously that only a handful of countries are 
responsible for plastic pollution in our oceans and this is because they do not have 
adequate recycling facilities. Therefore, until all countries are able to recycle efficiently, 
plastic pollution will continue to enter our oceans. 

In conclusion, recycling helps to reduce plastic litter from entering our waterways, 
however there are some countries that do not have the means to recycle and this has a 
huge impact on the amount of plastic pollution still finding it's way into our oceans. 
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Question 49 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


The cost of food is increasing. To help keep costs down, many countries import 
their food from overseas. 

What are some environmental problems with importing food? How can these 
problems be solved? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.


 www.ielts-excellence.com 187

http://www.ielts-excellence.com


The Ultimate Practice Question Workbook: General Edition                                                                              

Model answer 

In order to reduce the price of food for consumers, a large number of countries now buy 
goods from abroad. This essay will discuss the issues this can cause for the environment 
and how we can resolve them. 

Foremost, importing food from other countries involves an increase in the need for 
transport such as planes and boats. By increasing air and sea traffic, more emissions are 
being created and finding their way into the atmosphere which has a negative impact on 
the environment. Importing food can also cause environmental problems in the countries 
that grow the food because they will take drastic action to keep up with demand such as 
deforestation to make way for farm land, and increased use of pesticides to ensure their 
crops grow efficiently. 

In order to resolve the issues mentioned, the most effective solution would be for 
countries to try and make it more appealing and efficient for producers to grow their own 
food. For example, the government could introduce incentives to grow local food and 
offer financial support to those who do this. Countries may also want to consider growing 
genetically modified food in order to meet demand rather than importing. In the 
importing countries, there could be schemes whereby food producers must plant an acre 
of trees for every acre of land they clear for farm land. 

To summarise, importing food impacts the environment through increased emissions and 
destroying land to make way to farm land in order to keep up with demand, but these 
issues could be resolved through incentives to grow food in home countries and 
considering genetically modified alternatives. 
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Question 50 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 


Write about the following topic:


Renewable energy sources are becoming more and more popular. 

What impact does renewable energy have on the environment? Why do you 
think some people prefer energy from fossil fuels, like oil? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.


Write at least 250 words.
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Model answer 

Renewable energy such as solar, wind and water is being used more than ever before 
and this is having both a positive and negative effect on the environment. This essay will 
explore the effect of renewable energy and the reasons why fossil fuels are still quite 
often favoured. 

The use of renewable energy sources are great for the environment because they use 
natural resources such as the sun and wind and therefore do not produce the emissions 
and pollution that fossil fuels do. In saying this, the renewable energy sources themselves 
will be produced in factories which are likely to use fossil fuels, adding to air pollution. In 
regard to wind turbines, some people believe that they have a detrimental effect on the 
environment as they can kill wildlife. 

Many people still choose to use fossil fuels such as oil, gas and coal because they are 
more reliable, particularly when you use the example of solar as those living in colder 
countries with less sun will not be able to rely solely on solar energy. Fossil fuels are also 
more readily available because renewable energy is a relatively new concept so people 
do not know as much about it and there are less suppliers. Although renewable energy is 
cost effective in the long run, the initial cost can be high and this can be off-putting. 

To conclude, renewable energy sources are positive for the environment in the most part 
due to their use of natural resources, however fossil fuels are still popular because of 
their reliability and availability.
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